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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR ON 
NATIONAL DEFENCE. 
[CONCLUDED.] 


These considerations may well lead us to doubt the 
necessity of such extensive permanent works, while their 
non-existence at the time the system was adopted justi- 
fies the views which then prevailed ; and without ad- 
vancing any rash conjecture, we may anticipate such im- 
provements in this branch of the public service as will 
make it the most efficient means of coast defence. These 
vessels, properly constructed, may become floating forts 
almost equal to permanent fortifications in their power 
of annoyance and defence, and in other advantages far 
superior to them. Being transferable defences, they can 
be united upon any point, and a few of them be thus en- 
abled to protect various places. We have been brought 
by circumstances to a more rigid investigation of our 
means of defence, and. toa re-examination of the whole 
subject. Afteran interval of twenty years of tranquilli- 


ty, public sentiment and the attention of the Govern- | 


ment were, by unexpected circumstances, more forcibly 
directed to this matter. 

The result cannot fail to be advantageous. The 
whole subject can be now re-examined by Congress, 
with all the benefits which much experience has brought, 
and with the advantage of adapting the system to the ad- 
vanced state of the country. 

There are two bills for fortifications now pending be- 
fore Congress. One before the House, amounting to 
$2,180,000, and intended to prosecute works already ac- 
tually commenced. The estimates for this bill may 
therefore be considered netessary in themselves, under 
any view of the general subject, and not unreasonable 
in amount for the present year, because they include the 
operations of two years. 


The bill pending before the Senate contains appropri- | 


tions for nineteen new works, and for the sum of $600,- 
000, to be expended forsteam batteries. The estimates 
on which this bill was founded were prepared at a time 
when prudence required that arrangements should be 
made for a different state of things from that which now 
exists. An examination of the general system of de- 
fence was not then expedient; and the means of pro- 
tecting the most exposed points, agreeably to informa- 
tion previously collected, were asked of Congress. It 
was no time then to stop, and, instead of prosecuting 
established plans vigorously, to lose the period of action 
by surveys, and examinations, and discussions. But 
the opportunity is now afforded, without danger to the 
public interest, of applying the principles suggested to 
the works under consideration. 

It cannot be doubted but that fortifications at the fol- 
lowing places, enumerated in this bill, will be necessary : 

At Penobscot bay, for the protection of Bangor, &c. 

At Kennebeck river. 

At Portland. 

_ At Portsmouth. 

At Salem. 

At New Bedford. 

At New London. 

Upon Staten Island. 

At Sollers’s Flats. 

A redoubt on Federal Point. 

For the Barancas. 

For Fort St. Philip. 

These proposed works all command the approach to 
places sufficiently important to justify their construction 
under any circumstances that will probably exist. I 
think, therefore, that the public interest would be pro- 
moted by the passage of the necessary appropriations 
forthem. As soonas these are made, such of these posi- 
tions as may appear to require it can be examined, and 
the form and extent of the works adapted to existing 


circumstances, if any change be desirable, The con- 
struction of those not needing examination, can com- 
mence immediately, and that of the others, as soon as 
the plans are determined upon. By this proceeding, 
therefore, a season may be saved in the operations. 

The other works contained in this bill are— 

For Provincetown.—And this proposition may be safe. 
ly submitted to another inquiry, as the practicability of 
excluding an enemy from any shelter in Massachusetts 
Bay, a matter of deep interest, and as a work at Pro- 
vincetown, are closely connected. 

For Rhode Island, Narragansett Bay.—This work may 
await the result of the views that may be eventually 
taken on the subject of fortifying this bay. 

For a work at the Delaware outlet of the Chesapeake 
and Delaware Canal.—This may be postponed without 
injury till next season, and, in the mean time, a project 
for the floating defences of the Delaware considered, and 
perhaps the size of the proposed work reduced. 

For a work at the Breakwater.—Until the effect of the 
deposites which are going on in this important artificial 
harbor are fully ascertained, I consider it injudicious to 
erect a permanent work for its defence. Another year 
will, perhaps, settle the question, and if the result is 
favorable, an adequate fortification should be construct- 
ed here without delay. 

For a fort at the Patuxent river. Both of these 

For a fort at Cedar Point. works are liable 
to some of the objections stated, and I think they had 
better be postponed for more mature consideration, 

For fortifications at the mouth of the St. Mary’s, Geor- 


| gia.—This proposition may also be safely submitted to 


examination. 
The estimate for steam batteries may be reduced to 











$100,000. That sum can he profitably employed. 
ifthese appropriations are early made, most, if not all 
these works can be put in operation this season, and the 
money usefully apphed: as fast as their progress will 
justify; and I think the measure would be expedient. 
But it is to be remembered that the power of the depart- 
ment to push them during the present year, will depend 
on the re-organization of the Corps of Engineers. If 
that corps is not increased, it will be unnecessary to 
make the appropriations in the bill before the Senate, as 
the objects contained in the other bill will be sufficient 
to occupy the time of the present officers of the corps. 

Should it be deemed proper to re-examine the sub- 
ject of the proposed fortifications generally, I would 
then recommend that an appropriation of $30,000 be 
made to defray the expenses of a board, including sur- 
veyors, &e. 

Ty reflections upon the whole subject lead to the fol. 
lowing practical suggestion on the great subject of the 
measures for the defence of the country: 

1. Anaugmentation of the Navy, upon the principles 
before stated. 

2. The adoption of an efficient plan for the organiza- 
tion of the militia. 

Having already in two of the annual reports I have 
had the honor to make to you, expressed my sentiments 
upon this subject, I have nothing new to lay before you, 
either with relation to its general importance, or to the 
necessary practical details. I consider it one of the 
most momentous topies that can engage the attention of 
Congress; and the day that sees a plan of organization 
adopted suited to the habits of our people, and the 
nature of our institutions, and fitted to bring into action 
the physical strength of the country with a competent 
knowledge of their duty, and just ideas of discipline 
and subordination, will see us the strongest nation, for 
the purpose of self defence, on the face of the globe. 
Certainly such an object is worthy the attention of the 
legislature. : 

3. The cultivation of military science, that we may 








306 





ARMY AND NAVY CHRONICLE. 

















keep pace with the improvements which are made in 
Europe, and not be compelled to enter into contest 
with an adversary whose superior knowledge would 
give him pre-eminent advantages. Waris an advanc- 
ing science. Many an original genius, and many an 
acute intellect are at all times at work upon it; and the 
European communities have such a relation to one ano- 
ther, that the profession of arms is peculiarly encour- 

ed, and every effort made to place their military es- 
tablishments, not at the highest numerical point, but in 
the best condition for efficient service, both with res- 
pect to its morale and materiel. It is not by the mere 
reading of professional authors that the necessary in- 
struction in this branch of knowledge can be obtained; 





would soon put in operation the inventive faculties of 
some of our countrymen, and lead to the tender of plans, 
practically suited to the circumstances. As we acquire 
confidence by our experience, arrangements could be 
made for collecting and preparing the indestructible 
materials for the construction and equipment of these 
vessels, as far as such a measure may not interfere with 
any probable change, which at the time may be antici- 
pated in the application of the power of steam. 

9. I recommend a reconsideration of the project for 
fortifying the roadsteads or open anchorage grounds, 
and its better adaptation to the probable future circum- 
stances of the country. ; 

And I would suggest that the works which are deter- 





there must be study and practice; a union of principle 
and details which can best be obtained by a course of 
education directed to this object. This, I think, is one 
of the greatest advantages of the military academy. It 
eannot have escaped the recollection of those who were 
upon the theatre of action at the commencement of the 
last war that the first year was almost spent in a series 
of disaster, which, however, brought their advantages. 
We were comparatively ignorant of the state of mili- 
tary science, and we did not fully recover our true posi- 
tion till we had received many severe lessons: at what 
an expense of life and treasure need not be stated. 

4. The skeleton of a regular establishment, to which 
any necessary additions may be made, securing, at the 
same time, economy, with a due power of expansion, 
and the means of meeting a war with all the benefits of 
a regularly organized force. This object is attained by 
our present army. 

5. The preparation and proper distribution of all the 
munitions of war, agreeably to the views hereinafter 
submitted. 

6. I think all the defensive works now in the process 
of construction should be finished, agreeably to the 
plans .¥ which they have been projected. 

7. All the harbors and inlets upon the coast, where 
there are cities and towns whose situation and import- 
ance create just apprehension of attack, and particu- 
larly where we have public naval establishments, should 
be defended by works proportioned to any exigency 
that may probably arise. 

Having already presented my general views upon 
this branch of the inquiry, I need not repeat the practi- 
cal limitations which I propose for adoption. But before 
any expenditure is incurred for new works,I think an 
examination should be made, in every case, in order to 
apply these principles to the proposed plan of operations, 
and thus reduce the expense of construction where this 
can properly be done, and, also, the eventual expense 
of maintaining garrisons required to defend works dis- 
proportioned to the objects sought to be attained. I 
would organize a Board for this object, with special in- 
structions for its government. 

8 Provision should be made forthe necessary experi- 
ments, to test the superiority of the various plans that 
may be offered for the construction and use of steam 
batteries; I mean batteries to be employed as accesso- 
ries in the defence of the harbors and inlets, andin aid 
of the permanent fortifications. 

The progressive improvement in the application of 
the power of steam renders it inexpedient, at any given 
time to make extensive arrangements, connected with 
this class of works, with a view to their future employ- 
ment. The improvement of to-day may be superseded 
by the experience of to-morrow; and modes of applica- 
tion may be discovered, before any exigency arises, 
rendering a resort to these defences necessary, which 
may introduce an entire revolution into this department 
ofart and industry. Still, however, experiments should 
be made, and a small number of these vessels construc- 
ted. Their proper draught of water, their form and 
a gi the situation and security of their machine- 
ry, the number, calibre, and management of their guns, 
and the best form of the engines to be used, are ques- 
tions requiring much consideration, and which can only 
be determined by experience. 


mined on be pushed with all reasonable vigor, that our 
whole coast may be placed beyond the reach of injury 
or insult, as soon as a just regard to circumstances will 
permit. No objections can arise to this procedure on 
the ground of expense, because, whatever system may 
be approved by the Legislature, nothing will be gained 
by delaying its completion beyond the time necessary to 
the proper execution of the work. In fact, the cost will 
be greater the longer we are employed in it, not only for 
obvious reasons, arising out of general superintendence 
and other contingencies, but because accidents are lia- 
ble to happen to unfinished works, and the business up- 
on them is deranged by the winter, when they must be 
properly secured; and the season for resuming labor al- 
ways finds some preparations necessary which would 
not have been required had no interruption happened. 

But the political considerations which urge forward 
this great object are entitled to much more weight. 
When once completed we should feel secure. There is 
probably not a man in the country who did not look 
with some solicitude, during the past season, at our 
comparatively defenceless condition, when the issues of 
our discussions with France was uncertain; and who did 
not regret that our preparatians, during the long interval 
of peace we had enjoyed, had not kept pace with our 
growth. and importance. We have now this lesson to 
add to our other experience. Adequate security is not 
only due from the Government to the country, and the 
conviction of it is not only satisfactory, but the knowl- 
edge of its existence cannot fail to produce an influence 
upon other nations, as well in the advent of war itself as 
in the mode of conducting it. If we are prepared to 
attack and resist, the chances of being compelled to em- 
bark in hostilities will be diminished much in propor- 
tion to our preparation. An unprotected commerce,a 
defenceless coast, anda military marine, wholly inade- 
quate to the wants of our service, would indeed hold out 
strong inducements to other nations to convert trifling 
pretexts into serious causes of quarrel. 

There are two suggestions connected with the prose- 
cution of our works, which I venture to make: 

First. That the Corps of Engineers should be in- 
creased. The reasons for this measure have been here- 
tofore submitted, and the proposition has been recom- 
mended by you to Congress. I will merely add, upon the 
present occasion, that the officers of this corps are not 
sufficiently numerous for the performance of the duties 
committed to them; and that if an augmentation does 
not take place, the public interest will suffer in a degree 
far beyond the value of any pecuniary consideration con- 
nected with this increase. And 

Secondly. I think that, when the plan of a work has 
been approved by Congress, and its construction authori- 
zed, the whole appropriation should be made at once, to 
be drawn from the Treasury in annual instalments, to be 
fixed by the law. This mode of appropriation would 
remedy much of the inconvenience which has been felt 
for years in this branch of the public service. The un- 
certainty respecting the appropriations seen deran- 
ges the business, and the delay which biennially takes 
place in the passage of the necessary law, reduces the 
alternate season of operations toa comparatively short 
period. An exact inquiry into the effect which the pre- 
sent system of making the appropriations has had upon 
the expense of the works, would probably exhibit an 





And there can be little doubt that suitable rewards 





amount far greater than is generally anticipated. 
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The report trom the ordnance department, shows the | if so, a large deduction may be made from the estimate 
quantity and nature of the munitions of war, estimated | of the Ordnance Department, under this head of expen- 
to be eventually necessary, and their probable cost, in-| diture. Although the component materials of these arms 
cluding new establishments necessary for their fabrica- | are almost imperishable, still it is not expedient to keep 
tion apd preservation. The conjectural amount is $29-| a stock unnecessarily large on hand, because there is not 
955,537. only some risk and expense in-their preservation, but, be- 
Believing it is not expedient, at preseat, to make any | cause, like every article manufactured by man, they are no 
preparations upon a scale of this magnitude, | have deem- | doubt susceptible of great improvement. And itmay be 
ed it proper to accompany this report with a brief state- | that those now made may be superseded by an improved 
ment of my own views, where 1 depart from the sug- | model, which once introduced, must be adopted at what- 
gestions that are presented in this document. |everexpense or inconvenience, by all nations. And the 
As our fortifications are constructed, their armaments | ingenious invention lately exhibited in this city, by which 
should be provided ; and the amount in depot should at | a series of ballsSn separate charges are brought, by a ro- 
all times exceed the anticipated demand, to meet the ca- | tary motion, to a common place o! discharge, suggests the 
sualties of the service. We have now on hand 1,818 | possibility of a revolution in the form of.our fire-arms. 
new cannon for sea-coast defence, most of which are ei-| Onthe subject of depots for these arms, I accord with 




















j 


ther useless or of doubtful character. The works actu- | the general suggestions made by the Colonel of Ord- 
ally finished, or so far completed as to admit of a part of} nance. I think the number should be increased, and 
theif armament being placed in them, require about 2,000 arms placed in every partof the country, ready to be 
guns. They are calculated ultimately to mount about 600 | used as circumstances may require. 
more. Others in the process of construction will require} It will be observed that in the estimate I have made, 
about 1,400. So far we have certain data for our esti-|I confine myself to the armament for the public service, 
mates ; unless, indeed, which I am inclined to believe,!connected with the actual defence ef the country, 
it should not be found negessary ever to provide the full whether to be used by the army or militia in time of 
ow Fim destined for fhe largest of these works. Be-| war; but I do not extend my viewsto a supply for arm- 
yond this the subject is conjectural. And the quantity |ing the militia, in order to discipline them in time of 
needed must depend upon the principles that may be| peace. The extent of this policy is a question not ne- 
adopted in the further progress of the system of fortifi- | cessary in the consideration of the subject before me. 
cations. There are four —— foundries at which the; As the arms in depot appreach whatever number may 
public cannon are cast. hese, if their whole attention | be assumed as the proper maximum, the necessity for 
were devoted to the object, could manufacture from 1,200 | additional armories become less. When our stock is 
to 1,500 annually As to carriages and other supplies, the | once completed, the present armories, without any aid 
amount that could be procured within a reasonable period | from the private establishments, will be able to suppl 
is almost indefinite. Iron carriages are now made for | the annual consumption. I think, therefore, the two ad- 
all the casement batteries, and they have not only the ad | ditional armories, assuggested by the Ordnance Depart- 
vantage of indestructibility from the atmosphere, but re- | ment, are not wanted. And, indeed, although there are 
quiring no seasoned materials, they may be supplied by | considerations attending the transportation of the crude 
e foundries through the country to almost any extent. | and the manufactured article, and other circumstances 
We have two armories for the manufacture of small | which would justify the establishment of a new armory 
arms, and there are seven private establishments which | upon the western waters at present, yet, if the measure 
fabricate arms for the Government. All these supplies |is not carried into effect soon, its importance will annu- 
are of the best description, and are submitted to a rigid ally diminish. ; 
inspection, which prevents imposition. The armories| Buta national foundry for cannon, both for the mili- 
can at present turn out about 27,000 arms annually, and | tary and naval service, and perhaps two, in different 
probably 11,000 or 12,000 could be made at existing pri- | sections of the country, should be erected without delay. 
vate establishments. Should any exigency require larger | The best interests of the public require it. But I have 
supplies, the quantity can be muchincreased. We have | nothing to add to the suggestions made upon this subject 
now on hand about 700,000 small arms, and there have |in my last annual report. 
been issued to the States about 180,000 muskets, 25,000| As to field artillery, the extent to which it shall be pro- 
rifles, 30,000 pistols, and 378 field cannon and carriages, | vided, must depend upon the views of the Legislature 
under the act for arming the militia. If 100,000 of these | concerning the expediency of issuing it to the militia. If 
muskets and rifles are preserved, there are in the coun-|a more efficient organization does not take place, I think 
try 800,000 of those species of arms belonging to the | the expenditure on this account may well be saved to 
General or State Governments. the public Treasury. I consider all attempts to improve 
What may be considered a proper supply, is a ques-|the condition of the militia upon the present plan as so 
tion admitting much difference of opinion. It will be seen | nearly useless, that the whole system has become a bur- 
that the Ordnance Department fixes the amount at about | then upon the public, without any corresponding advan- 
600,000, in addition to what are on hand, and including | tage. ears! 
the number necessary to arm the militia. We had,at| The principal benefit which results from the existing 
the commencement of the last war, 240,000 muskets, | state of things, is the power to call into service such por- 
and during its progress 60,000 more were made and pur- | tions of the population as may be wanted. But this may 
chased. At its termination there were but 20,000 at the | be attained by a simple classification, without the cum- 
various arsenals. ‘The residue were in the hands of the | brous machinery which at present creates expense and 
troops, or had been lost in the service. This consump- | trouble, and which, while it promises little, performs still 
tion was greater, I think, than was necessary, or than } less. 
would probably again take place. A plan of accounta- Very respectfully, sir, I have the honor to be, &e. 








bility has been introduced, by which the men are charg- LEW. CASS. 
ed with the arms they receive ; and if these are impro-| The Presipent of the United States. 
a lost or injured, the value is deducted from their pay. . — 
he Paymasters cannot settle with them till this matter} AN opp Fisu.—A very singular aquatic animal was 
is adjusted. thrown on shore in the surf at Siasconset a few days 
The stock of small arms in Great Britain, in depot,|since. Having no ichthyological treatise at hand, we 
in 1817, was  -~ - - - 818,282 are unable to classify it, if indeed it be not altogether a 
In the public service, - - - 200,974 |non-descript. Its length was about two feet, and its 


——— girth probably three—weighing‘perhaps twenty or thir- 
1,019,256 |ty pounds. Some called it a lum fish—and it certain- 

The number in depot in France, in 1811, was 600,000, | ly was a most unwieldy lump of piscatory lncomera: 
not including the great number in service. t was exceedingly ugly; and for syeanr ae eo 
My own impression is, that 1,000,000 small arms may | shoals, nothing could be more inconveniently shaped, 


be considered a competent supply for the U. States: and'—Nantucket Inquirer. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF CONGRESS, 
IN RELATION TO THE ARMY, NAVY, &c. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, May 2, 1836. 


The Cuata communicated a report from the Secretary 
of the Navy in answer to a resolution of the Senate, con 
taining all the information in possession of the Department 
relative to the Dry Tortugas; referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Porter presented the petition of Captain Charles 
G. Ridgely, of the United States Navy; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations, 

Mr. Rives presented the memorial of Captain. Lewis 
Warrington, of the United States Navy; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The bill to provide for the payment of the Vermont mili- 
ia, who served at the battle of Plattsburgh, was read the 
third time and passed. 








Wepnespay, May 4, 1836. 

The CuHatr communicated a report from the Secretary 
of War, transmitting a list of contracts entered into by 
his Department for the year 1526. 

Mr, Porter presented the petition of Captain Daniel T. 
Patterson of the United States navy; which was referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. Wesster, from the Committee on Finance, report- 
ed, with amendments, the bill from the House, making ap- 
2 Saye for the Indian department for the year 1836. 

Mr. Benton, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported without amendment, the bill to authorize the 
President to accept the services of volunteers for the de- 
fence of the frontiers, and said, that in the preseut condition 
of the country, he felt it his duty to move that the Senate 
then proceed to the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. Ewine of Ohio opposed the motion, on the ground 
that this was ihe day set apart for the final disposition of 
the land bill; and after some remarks from Messrs. Liny, 
Preston, CLay, Benton, Porter, BucHANAN, and CLAY- 
ton, Mr. Benton’s motion was rejected. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, April 27. 


Mr. Mercer, instructed by the committee on roads 
and canals, moved to take up the following resolution, here- 
tofore offered by Mr. Harv of N. Y. 

Resolved, That there be printed 5,000 extra copies of 
Captain Williams’s report ofa survey of a canal route con- 
necting the waters of Lakes Erie and Ontario, made by 
him during the summer of 1535, together with the accom- 





panying maps. 

he House having agreed to take up the resolution, Mr. 
Mercer moved to amend it by striking out 5,000, and in- 
serting 3,000 copies—which was agreed to. 

The resolution as amended, was then adopted. 

Mr. Mescer, from the committee on roads and canals, 
reported the following resolution—which was considered 
and agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay 
before the House a copy of a recent report of Captain 
Turnbull, of the corps of engineers, on the survey and con- 
struction of the Alexandria aqueduct across the river Poto- 
mac in the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Jounson of Kentucky, from the committee on 
military affairs, reported the following bill: which was 
read twice and committed. 

A bill for the relief of Major James H. Hook. 

On motion of Mr. Tuomas, the House proceeded to the 
consideration of the orders of the day. 

The bill to authorize the President of the United States 
te accept the service of volunteers, and for raising an ad- 
ditional regiment of dragoons or mounted riflemen, was 
read the third time, and passed. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. CamBreELenG, and in further execu- 
tion of the special order of 26th of January last, the House 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole on the state 
ef the Union, Mr. Mason of Virginia in the chair, and 
took up the ‘‘bill making appropriations for the support 
of the army for the year 1836.”” 

The bill having been read through by the clerk, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to amend the following sec- 
tion: <‘For the armament of fortifications, $200,000,” by 
striking out this sum, and inserting $1,224,301. 

Mr. C. concluded, after some further remarks by calling 
wpon the friends of distribution, to pause and reflect upon 


—— — ——__ -—___ ——_i-~ 


these circumstances, before they took a step which they 
would be unable to retrace. 
Mr. Bett proceeded to reply to Mr. Cambreleng in re- 
ference to the allusions made to himself by that gentleman. 
After some further remarks, Mr. B. intimated that fhe 
should avail himself of a future opportunity to give his 
views at length on the subject embraced in the amend- 
ment, and such other topics as were involved in, or should 
grow out of it. 
Mr. Mercer, after some remarks in reply to Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG, moved to strike out the clause proposed to be 
amended by that gentleman, and insert the following: 
For the purchase or construction of a foundry for ord- 
nance at such place as the Secretary of War, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, may 
select, and for defraying the expenses of conducting the 
operations of such foundry for one year, including the pur- 
chase of necessary tools aad materials, the sum of. 
hundred thousand dollars, and thatthe further sum of-——-— 
hundred thousand dollars be appropriated to the purchase 
of ordnance for immediate use. 
After some further remarks from Mr. Mercer and Mr. 
CAMBRELENG, 

Mr. Moore obtained the floor, and gave way to jr 
ByNuM, on whose-motion the committee rose and reported. 


Tuurspay, April 28. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and in further execution 
of the special order of the 26th of January last, the House 
resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, Mr. Mason, of Virginia, in the chair, and 
took up the ‘bill making appropriations for the support of 
the army for the year i836. ”’ 

There were two motions pending, the first by Mr. Cam- 
BRELENG to amend the bill in the following clause: ‘* for 
the armament of the fortifications, $200,000,’’ by striking 
out this sum and inserting $1,224,301. 

The other motion was the following amendment, submit- 
ted by Mr. Mercer: Strike out the whole clause, and in- 
sert, ‘For the purchase or construction of a foundry for 
ordnance at such place as the Secretary of War, with the 
approbation of the President of the United States, may se- 
lect, and for defraying the expenses of conducting the op. 
erations of such foundry tor one year, including the pur- 
chase of necessary tools and materials, the sum of 
hundred thousand dollars, and that the further sum of —— 
hundred thousand dollars be appropriated to the purchase 
of ordnance for immediate use. ”’ 

The latter amendment was the one immediately pend- 
ing. 
Mr. Moore, who was entitled to the floor, addressed the 
House at length. After proceeding for about an hour, Mr. 
M. was compelled to give way, without concluding, from 
physical exhaustion. 

Mr. Bynum moved that the committee rise, but with- 
drew at the suggestion of 

Mr. CaMBRELENG, who said a few words in opposition 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia, and 
hoped he would not then press it, for its effect would be to 
retard the repairs of the fortifications. 

Mr. Mercer remarked, that his amendment did not dif- 
fer essentially from that of the gentleman from New York, 
and he was decidedly of opinion that such a work as it con- 
templated ought to be constructed. He was not opposed to 
the proposition of the gentleman, and should probably go 
with him to the whole extent of the twelve hundred thou- 
sand dollars, but he thought it right that the Government, 
following the examples of Great Britain and France, should 
cast its own cannon, instead of providing it by contract. 

Mr. McKeon was disposed to give the proposition of the 

entleman from Vermont all the attention its importance 

emanded, but he did not think that the proper place for it. 

After proceeding at length Mr. McK. concluded, and 

Mr. McComas obtained the floor, and on that gentleman’s 
motion, the committee rose and reported. 

The bill making appropriations for the naval service for 
the year 1536, returned from the Senate with amendments, 
was, on motion of Mr. CAMBreLENG, taken up, and the 
amendments read. 

Mr. CAMBREELNG said that as the amendments con- 
tained some original propositions, it was necessary that the 
bill should be committed to the committee on naval affairs, 
as the new subject ought to undergo their inquiry. These 
were appropriations for a steam battery, for an exploring 
expedition to the South Sea, and $200,000 rene ma- 











rine barracks, objects not already provided for by law. Mr. 
C. then made that motion. 
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Mr. McKim moved a reference of the bill and amend- 
ments to the committee of ways and means. 

The question was taken on the first motion, and was de- 
cided in the affirmative—ayes 83, noes not counted; and 
it was accordingly referred to the committee on naval af- 
fairs. 

Mr. Puritiirs rose. and requested the chairman of the! 
committee of ways and means to move to have printed sun- 
dry communications Mr. P. understood to be in that gen-| 
tleman’s possession, addressed to him officially from the | 
War Department, in relation to arming fortilications. 

Mr. CAMERELENG replied that they had all been printed, | 
with the exception of a letter he had read to the House on | 
yesterday. Mr. C. moved that that document be printed ; | 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. McKim, on leave, submitted a motion to print 5,000 | 
extra copics of the reports of the Secretarics of War and | 
of the Navy, on the subject of the public defence; which | 
was agreed to. 





Faipay, April 29. 

Mr. Huntsman asked the consent of the House to sub- | 
mit the following resolution * 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That | 
the Secretary of War be instructed to cause to be issued 
rations to such suffering families as are destitute of provi- | 
sions, who have been driven by the casualties of war with- | 
in the limits of the United States from the Province of 'Tex- | 
as, and who are remaining upon the borders thereof, where, 
in his opinion, he may think it prudent and necessary to 
prevent said families from absolute suffering. 

Objection being made, Mr. HuNrsMAN moved to suspend 
the rule, for the purpose of presenting the resolution, with 
a view to having it laid on the table and printed, intending 
to call it up next week. 

Mr. Rip.ey asked for the yeas and nays on the motion to 
suspend the rules; which were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then negatived 
Without a count. 

Mr. Witutams, of Kentneky, asked the unanimous con 
sent of the House to submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
this Government acknowledging and recognizing the inde- 
pendence of Texas. 

Objection being made, Mr. W1iLttaMs moved to suspend 
the rule, for the purpose of offering the resolution, which 
was negatived. 

Mr. Hawes asked the consent of the House to submit 
a resolution, proposing to set apart Wednesday next, from 
12 to 1 o’clock, for the consideration of a resolution offered 
by him on the 7th January, proposing an inquiry—into the 
expediency of introducing a bill to re-organize the West 
Poiat Academy. 

Objection being made, Mr. Hawes moved to suspend the 
rules for the purpose stated; which was not carried. 

Mr. Linco tn, from the Committee on the Public Lands, 
reported the following resolution, which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the number of officers, non-commis- 
sioned officers, and soldiers of the organized militiamen, 
mounted militiamen, volunteers, and rangers, who entered 
the service of the United States under the several acts of 
Congress providing for the defence of the country, daring 
the late war with Great Britain, and were regularly dis 
charged: distinguishing the different description of corps, 
time when they respectively entered the service, and term 
of continuance therein ; and also distinguishing the number 
of those who were entitled, under the laws of Congress, to 
a bounty in lands from the United States, by reason of such 
service, from those to whom no such bounty was promised 
by law, 

Wepnespay, May 4, 1836, 

Mr. Jarvis, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to 
whom had been referred the amcndments of the Senate to 
the naval] service bill, reported the same with amendments 
to those proposed by the Senate; which were committed. 

Mr. J. gave notice that he should call up the bill at 1 
o’clock to-morrow. 


ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, and in further exe 
cution of the special order of the 26th of January last, the 
House resolved itself into a Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, Mr. Mason of Virginia in the chair, 
and took up the ‘ bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the army for the year 1336.” 





There were two motions pending, the first by Mr. 
CAMBRELENG to amend the bill in the following Clause 
‘for the armament of the fortifications, $200,000,” by stri- 
king out this sum and inserting $1,224,301. 

The other motion was the amendment, submitted by Mr. 
MERCER: 

Mr. M*C omas was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG rose and stated, that in consequence 
of the intelligence recenUy received from the south, and 
the heavy drafts required in that quarter, it becameindis- 
pensably necessary that this bill should be acted on as 
promptly as possible. With that view, after the gentle- 
man from Virginia, ( Mr. McComas,) should conelude, 
Mr. C, would withdraw the proposition then pending, and 


| introduce it into the fortitication bill, which would be the 


next billtaken up. ‘There were now no funds remaining 
for subsistence, and none for the Quartermaster General’s 
department, although the drafts from the south were very 
heavy for both these purposes. He hoped, therefore, that 
the army bill, containing the ordinary appropriations, with 
some unimportant amendments, the amendments to the na- 
vy bill, would be passed that day, as to-morrow and next 
day were set apart ior the consideration of business relating 
(o the District of Columbia, with which he had no wish te 
interfere. ‘ 

Mr. M‘Comas then, in consequence of the statement of 
the genteman from New York, waived his right to ad- 
dress the committee. 

Mr. CAMbRELENG then withdrew his amendment. 

‘Phe question was put, and the amendment was negatived 
without a ccunt. 

The bill was then taken up by sections. 

Mr. HAwes inquired if the first section of this bill in 
cluded appropriations for the support of the West Point 
Academy ? 

Mr. CAMBRELENG replied that it provided not a cent for 
that institution, further than the pay of such officers of the 
army us were stationed at West Point. 

Mr. CAMERELENG moved to increase the clause ‘ for 
subsistence, exclusive ofthat of officers,” from $370,400, 
to $495,400. In explanation of the amendment, Mr. C. 
sent to the Clerk’s table a communication from the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. Harbin moved to strike out the following clause: 
‘*¥or the payment of the taxes for 1835, assessed by the 
State of Pennsylvania on the United States Arsenal, on the 
Schuylkill river,, $725;’’ which motion, after some remarks 
from Messrs. INGersoitt, Harpin, Hareer, and Cam- 
BRELENG, was agreed to, 

Mr. Mann of New York moved to strike out “ &c. 
&c.,’? in the clause for clothing, remarking that such words 
were clearly unconstitutional, or at least irregular. 

Mr, CAMBRELENG remarked that they were not in the ori- 
ginal bill, and they must have been inserted by the clerk 
or the printer. ‘The motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to insert the following words 
after the 44th line: ‘* for extra clerks in the offices of the 
Quartermasters and assistants at posts where their duties 
could not be performed without such aid.’? Mr. C. referred 
to a communication from the Quartermaster General on the 
subject, and further explained that these clerks were only 
occasionally required at distant posts to keep an account of 
the supplies and transmissions from one point to another. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved an addition of $4,000 to 
the clause, to meet this object; which was also agreed to. 

Mr. Sevier moved to strike out the following clause: 
‘‘ For barracks, quarters, store houses, hospitals, 5 Dv mene 
&e, at, or in the yicinity of fort Gibson, in the Territory 
of Arkansas, $50,000,’ and insert the following: ‘* For 
enabling the Secretary of War, under the direction of the 
President of the United States, to remove the troops from 
Fort Gibson to some eligible point on the Arkansas river, 
on or near- the western frontier line of Arkansas, and to 
cause a fort to be erected upon the point so selected for the 
accommodation of the troops of the United States, and for 
the better defence of the Arkansas frontier, the sum of $50- 
000.” Mr. S. explained that this amendment was sub- 
stantially the same as a bill that had been reported from 
the military committee. 


Mr. GarLanp of Louisiana was glad the gentleman had 
introduced this proposition; for the returns of the army 
would show the mortality to be greater at this point than 
at any other. He would suggest to the gentleman to omit 


the indication of the site, and leave it to the discretion of 
the War Department. 
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Mr. Sevier had no particular objection to the modifica- 
tion, though he preferred the proposition as it stood. 

r. CAMBRELENG suggested that it would be better to 
strike out the appropriation, and introduce it in the forti- 
fication bill. : 

The amendment was briefly discussed by Messrs. R. M. 
Jounson, Harpin, CAMBRELENG, CARTER, SEVIER, GAR- 
LAND of Lou., and ADAMs. 

Mr. CamBReELENG said, after the explanations he had 
heard, he should withdraw his opposition to the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tuompsow of Ohio thought that if the amendment 
was agreed to, the appropriation should be increased, and 
he moved to substitute $100,000 for $50, 0U0: lost. 

_The propriety of agreeing to the amendment was further 
discussed by Messrs. Sevier, WitciaMsof N.C., ADAMs, 
R. M. Jounson, CampreLeNnG, and PARKER when 

Mr. Howarp moved to strike out $50,000, and insert 
$75,000, but subsequently withdrew it, and the subject 
was further debated by Messrs. RipLey, CAMBRELENG, and 
PARKER, when the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Camsretenc moved to strike out the following 
clause: *‘ For barracks, quarters, storehouses, hospital, de- 
fences &c., at Fort Armstrong, in the state of Illinois, or 
on such point on the river Des Moines, as may be selected 
under the orders of the Secretary of War, $20,000:” 
agreed to. 

Mr. CaMBRELENG mowed toreduce the item « for con- 
tingencies of the army,’’ from $10,000 to $3,000: agreed 
to. 

The other clauses of the bill were then agreed to, and the 
bill was laid aside. 


NAVAL SERVICE. 


On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

The committee took up the amendments of the Senate 
to the bill making appropriations for the naval service, for 
the year 1836. 

The bill originally passed the House, was returned from 
the Senate with various amendments, and reported by the 
Committee on Naval Affairs, recommending certain amend- 
ments to the Senate’s ainendments. 

The first clause, as originally passed was as follows; 
** For pay of commissioned, warrant, and petty oflicers, 
and of seamen, $1,974,178 91, which sum the Senate in- 
creased to $2,492,040 41, and the Naval Committee recom- 
mended a reduction of this sum to $2,318,017 16. 

Mr. Jarvis made a brief explanation of the principle of 
increase in the navy adopted by the Senate, being one ship 
of the line, two frigates, one sloop of war, one schooner, 
&c. He was instructed to move to reduce the pay of offi- 
cers and seamen of a stcam vessel, because it was a class of 
vessels not known in our naval service, and one could not 
be built in time for equipment during the present year. 

. The’amendment of the Senate was then disagreed to, 
and the amendment of Mr. Jarvis, was then agreed to. 

Tae nextclause was for provisions, $590,000, amended 
by the Senate, by increasing it to $795,597 50. The Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs recommended the sum of $782,263 
75, which was agreed to; and the Senate’s amendment was 
then agreed to. 

The next clause taken up was the following: ‘‘For res 
pairs of vessels in ordinary, and the repairs and wear and 
tear of vessels in commission.’’ ‘The House had appropri- 
ated $950,000—the Senate had increased the item to $1, 
075,000. 

Mr. Jarvis moved to amend the Senate’s amendment, 


by reducing the appropriation to $1,065 000, which was | 


agreod to; and the amendment, as amended, was concur- 
red in. 

Mr. Jarvis moved to non-concur in the following amend- 
ment of the Senate: ‘‘ For building a dry-dock at Brook- 
lyn, $180,009;’? which motion was agreed to. 

Mr. Jarvis moved to amend the following additional 
clause, inserted by the Senate: ‘‘For the purchase of 
sites, and the erection of barracks, near the navy yards at 
Charlestown, Brooklyn,Gosport,and Pensacola, $200,000,” 
by striking out ‘ Brooklyn,’’ and reducing the appropri- 
ation to. $150,000,which was agreed to, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate, as amended, was concurred in. 

The following additional sections to the bill were inser- 
ted by the Senate: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That an exploring ex- 
pedition to the Pacific Ocean and the South Seas be, and the 
same is hereby, authorised, and directed, and that the 
President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized to prepare and send out for that purpose a sloop of 
war, aud to purchase or provide such other smaller yessels 





as may be necessary and proper to render the said expedi- 
tion efficient and useful. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the use of so 
much of the appropriations for the support of the navy, and 
of the means and facilities under the control of the Navy 
Department, as may be necessary and proper for that ob- 
ject, be, and the same is hereby authorized; and, in addi- 
tion thereto, the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of 
any money inthe Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. Jarvis moved to strike out all after the word 
‘‘that,’’ in the first line, and insert a substitute, which was 
read, as follows: 

_ “The President of the United States be, and he hereb 
is, authorized, if in his opinion the public interest shall 
require, to send out a surveying and exploring expedition 
to the Pacific Ocean and South Seas; and for that purpose 
to employ a sloop of war, and to purchase or provide such 
Other small vessels as may be necessary and proper to ren- 
der the said expedition efficient and useful, and for this 
purpose, the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, and in addi- 
tion thereto, if necessary, the President of the United 
States is authorized to use other means in the control of 
the Navy Department not exceeding one hundred and fif- 
ty thousand dollars for the objects required.” 

Mr. Hawes moved that the committee rise, and on ta- 
king the vote, there appearing ayes 57, noes 56 no quorum, 
the committee rose and reported that fact to the House. 

The Speaker then resumed the chair, and a quorum 
being ascertained to be present, the House again went in- 
to committee. 

The motion pending being that the committee rise, it was 
agreed to, and the committee then rose and reported the 
army appropriation bill tothe House. 

The bill making appropriations for the support of the 
army for the year, 1836, reported from the Committee of 
the Whole, was then taken up, the amendments of the 
committee concurred in, and the bill ordered to be engross- 
ed for a third reading now; having been engrossed, it was 
then read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Jarvis earnestly appealed to the House to go into 
committee again on the naval appropriation bill, on the 
ground that the service was at this time suffering for want 
of its passage, and he made that motion. 

Mr. Vinton moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. Jarvis asked for the yeas and uays, which were 
ordered; and were yeas 59, nays 78. So the House refu- 
sed to adjourn. 

The question then recurred on the motion of Mr. Jarvis, 
that the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole, when there appeared ayes 81, noes 32—no quo- 
rum. 

Mr. Wise moved that the House adjourn; and on taking 
the question by tellers, there were ayes 62, noes 62; and the 
Chair voting in the negative, the motion was lost. — 

The question again recurred on going into Committee of 
the Whole; and being taken by tellers, the vote was 77 to 
23; no quorum again voting on going into committee, 

Mr. Cramer moved a Call of the House. 

Mr. Storer moved that the House adjourn; which was 
agreed to—62 to 53; and so 

The House adjourned, 

Tuurspay, May 5, 1836. 


Mr. CaAMBRELENG adverted to the importance and neces- 
sity of acting speedily on the naval appropriation bill. 
This ordinary appropriation bill was usually passed in the 
month of January; and the naval service was now suffer- 
ing on account of the delay in its passage. He hoped, 
therefore, that the morning hour would be devoted to dis- 
— of this bill; otherwise, it probably could not be ta- 

en up forseveral days to come. He accordingly asked the 
unanimous consent of the House to go into Committee on 
this necessary measure. 

Mr. Graves objected. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG moved to suspend the rule for the 
morning hour, for the purpose stated. p 

The members in favor of rpg van’ | the rules having 
been requested to rise, the Cuair decided that the motion 
was carried by a large majority. 

On motion of Mr. CamBre.enG, the House then went 
into Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 

Mr. Mann of New York in the chair, and resumed the 
consideration of the remaining amendment of the Senate 
to the Naval Service bill, and the amendment of the Naval 
Committee of the House to the same. 

The Senate’s amendment was read . 
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The question pending, was the amendment, reported by 
Mr. Jarvis. 

Mr. J. in a few words explained the amendment to the 
amendment of the Senate, when it was agreed to; and thus 
amended, it was adopted. 

The Committee then rose, and reported the bill to the 
House. 

The House concurred with the Committce of the Whole, 
in their disagreement to the amendment of the Senate, ap- 

pensinting $180,000 for a dry dock at Brooklyn, New 
ork. 

The House also concurred with the Committee of the 
Whole, in reference to their action on the remainder of the 
amendments of the Senate, with the exception of the amend- 
ment in regard to a South Sea expedition. 

Upon the latter amendment, Mr. Hawes desired that a 
separate vote should be taken. He hoped the whole pro- 
position would be stricken out. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. Hamer, JAr- 
vis, Hawes, Patron, Vinton, Mercer, Toucey, Suep. 
ARD, and CAMBRELENG, the House proceeded to the or- 
ders of the day. 
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A SUMMER ON THE PRAIRIE. 
No. III. 
Traditional history of the Ottoes—arrival of the Oma- 


haws—council and distribution of presents—the chief 


“ Big Elk”’—departure from the Ottoe village—gene 
ral appearance of the country—sulphur spring—arriva! 
at the Grand Pawnee village—grand council with the 
Sour bands of Pawnees. 


According to a popular tradition among the Ottoes, 
they are descendants from a numerous and powerful 
tribe, formerly residing upon the Northern Lakes; the 
Winnebagoes, Ottoes, loways, and Missourians, were 
once united, forming one tribe. For some cause, now 
unknown, this tribe left the Lakes, two or three centu- 
ries since ; after travelling some days, and enduring 
great privations, they finally struck the Mississippi near 

‘the mouth of the Missouri; at this point a portion of 
the tribe became dissatisfied, and seperating from the 
main body, returned to the lakes. To these, the remain- 
ing portion gave the name of ‘“ Ho-roo-gee,” or Fish- 
eaters, as they alleged as a reason for their wishing to 
return, that they found none of the delicious fish in the 
new country. which were so abundant in the great lakes; 
these, the Ottoes suppose to be the same tribe now 
known as the Winnebagoes; the remaining portion 
crossed the Mississippi ;—here another separation took 
place ; those who remained built a village near the junc- 
tion of the Missouri and Mississippi; and were called 
*‘ Ne-u-ta-chu,” or those who build a town at the end of 
a river; they were afterwards called the Missourians ; 
a few of this band still remain scattered among the diffe- 
rent tribes ; that portion of the tribe, which continued up 
the Missouri, separated again near the mouth of Grand 
River—one part continuing up the - Missouri, and the 
other going out from the Missouri, and establishing 
themselves on Grand river; some time after this a por- 
tion of the first named band, returning down the river 
found a part of those who had been left behind, upon a 
sand bar in the river, with their faces covered with dust; 
to these they gave the name of “ Pow-hoo-jee,”’ or “ dus- 
ty nose.” This, the Ottoes allege, has been misinter- 

reted into “* Pierce-nose, ” from the word “* Paw-ogee,” 

y which name they are still called by some of the neigh- 
boring tribes; these are now known as the Ioways, 
while the other portion received the name of Ottoes, in 
consequence of their having persuaded several of the 
squaws to accompany them on their return. 

Ileave my readers to give the word a translation, each 
according to his own fancy. I give this tradition as I 
received it from the chief, Jutan. What amount of cre- 
dit should be attached to it, I am unable to determine. 

June 17. Soon after sunrise this morning, the princi- 
pal chiefs and braves of the Omahaws arrived at our 
cap; their country extends to the south and north 
from the Platte and Missouri rivers; their other boun- 
daries are indefinite. Their village, as at present loca- 





TS 
ted, is upon the right barik of the Missouri river, about 
80 miles above the mouth of the Platte. This tribe num- 
bers about sixteen hundred souls. 

After the usual preparations had been made, Colonel 
Dodge met them incouncil. Seating themselves in the 
form of a semi-circle, their principal chief, « Big Elk” 
on the right, the pipe of peace was lit, and while the 
smoke rolled from their mouths, as the pipe was passed 
from one to another, their countenances seemed to ex- 
press that they were duly sensible of the importance of 
the occasion. Col. Dodge addressed them in a speech 
of some length, setting forth the views and intentions of 
the government towards them, and recommending the 
cultivation of the earth, and habits of general industry as 
both conducive to their happiness and interest. The In- 
dians listened with great attention,—not a lisp escaped 
thein, except at the conclusion of each sentence, when 
the whole band would, almost in the same breath, send 
forth the deep-toned guttural, uh! to signify that they 
understood and approved what had been said. At the 
conclusion of Col. Dodge’s speech, Big Elk arose, and 
after carelessly drawing his buffalo robe around him, in 
such a manner as to leave his right arm and breast bare, 
he came forward, and went through with the usual cere- 
mony of shaking hands with all the officers present. Af- 
ter surveying the assembly with a countenance indicat- 
ing deep thought, hecommenced his speech. His man~ 
ner of speaking was grave and impassioned, and his 
speech, taken as a whole, exceeded any thing of the 
kind I ever heard from an Indian. He spoke of the 
uniform kindness of the white men towards his tribe, 
and the obligations, which they, as a tribe, were under, 
to treat them well whenever they met. He said it was 
not the first time his people had received presents from 
their great father, the President of the United States, 
like those he then saw before him. He alluded with 
apparent pride and satisfaction to a fact, which an Oma- 
haw never forgets to mention, viz: that none of his tribe 
had ever been known to shed the blood of a white man. 
Big Elk having concluded his harangue, the presents, 
consisting of tobacco, knives, calico, blankets, Ke, were 
brought and laid down before him. Aftersecuring their 
pessect, they immediately took their departure for their 
village. 

Big Elk is probably at this time not far from sixty 
years of age, tall and erect, with a countenance indicat- 
ing great intellect and firmness. He is decidedly the 
most shrewd and sensible uneducated Indian I have ever 
met with upon the western frontier. A few years since 
he was as absolute with his tribe as “the laws of the 
Medes and Persians.”’ At that time he had living with 
him in the same lodge sixteen wives; this number has 
been reduced by “death and desertion,” until at pre- 
sent not more than seven or eight. The old chief com- 
plains frequently of the ravages of time, that he cannot 
now hunt the buffalo and deer as formerly, or join in 
the war-dance with his young men, and that he is con« 
sequently losing his influence and power ;—in this he 
is no doubt correct. 

Having taken leave of our friends, the Ottoes and 
Omahaws, we again took up our line of march up the 
Platte. Nothing can surpass the beauty of the country 
between the Ottoe and Pawnee villages. Our whole 
course lay over a rich, rolling prairie. Frequently, as 
far as the eye could reach, not a tree or 2 shoot could be 
seen, while the whole surface of the earth, within the 
horizon, was covered with a rich green carpet of wav- 
ing grass, here and there interspersed with bunches of 
roses, and richly variegated flowers; presenting to the 
eye more the appearance of one vast, beautiful, and 
highly cultivated flower garden, than a wild and savage 
country. 

Twenty-five miles west of the Ottoe village, and 
about two hundred yards to the right of the Indian trace 
leading to the Pawnee village, there is a remarkable 
sulphur spring ; the water issues from the base of asteep 
and rugged hill, in such quantities as to rendag the 
ground for several hundred yards below the spring, very 
wet and marshy. The wateris intensely cold, and high- 
ly impregnated with sulphur. 
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June 21st. About 1 o’clock this day, the command 
halted in full view of the Grand Pawnee village, upon 
the right bank of the Platte river. Their lodges are 
built after the same manner as the Ottoes, and arranged 
much in the same form upon the ground. Notwith- 
standing the principal chief had paid us a visit at our 
camp the previous evening, and had been feasted and 
treated with attention and respect, yet it was a long time 
before the Pawnees could understand why they were ho- 
nored with a visit from so many armed men. From all 
their movements it was very evident they distrusted our 
motive, although their agent, Maj. Dougherty, express- 
ly informed their chief, that Col. Dodge had no other 
object in view than to pay them a friendly visit, and dis- 
tribute among them a few presents. The tops of their 
lodges were seen swarming with men, women, children, 
and dogs ; but none seemed inclined to approach us. At 


length Major Dougherty thought it advisable to visit) 





of their living in harmony with each other, and if possi- 
ble, with other neighboring tribes; and also that it was 
the wish not only of their great father, the President of 
the United States, but of beir white brethren generally, 
that they should cultivate the earth, and raise corn and 
stock preparatory to the time, which he said must short- 
ly come, when the bufialo would no longer be found on 
their prairies. 

Each of the chiets in succession, then addressed Col. 
Dodge in behalf of their tribes or bands. It would be 
impossible to give any thing like an outline or synopsis 
of their several harangues. It was very evident, how- 
ever, from the speech of the chief of the Grand Paw- 
nees, that there was not the best understanding between 
the Pawnee Loups and the other tribes, particularly the 
Grand Pawnees. It appears that the Pawnee Loups, of 
whom “the Axe ”’ is the chief, have been for some time 
past in the habit of stealing horses from the Pawnee 


their native village in person, and reassure them of our| Picts, who live upon the waters of the Red River, and 
favorable intentions. After some hesitation, a council of | that of late preparations have been in progress for fitting 
the principal chiefs and braves was summoned, and soon | out a war party against that tribe. The chief of the 


after all was bustle and confusion, in the hurry of pre- 
paration to meet us. In the course of twenty or thirty 
minutes, they began to emerge from their hiding places. 

After arranging themselves in the form of a crescent, 
they approached the command at full speed, and were 
within a few rods of the head of the column, they raised 
the yell, and breaking off to the right and left, rode round 


and round the command several times. At length they | 


came to a stand with the five principal men of the vil- 
lage, in front, directly opposite to Colonel Dodge and his 
staff. The pipe of peace was produced, and aiter being 
lighted, was presented to Colonel D., by each of the 
chiefs in order of rank. This ceremony being comple- 
ted, the principal chief came forward and bid us welcome 
to their village. The Advance was now sounded, and 
the command moved on, leaving the village to their 
right. To obtain good grazing, and, as far as possible, 
to escape the annoyance of squaws, children, and Indian 
dogs, the ground selected for our camp was some five or 
six miles west of the village, upon the Platte river. 

The Pawnee tribe is divided into four bands, each 
band having a separate chief. The Pawnee Loups, 
Pawnee Republics, and Pawnee Topajas lie upon the 
Loup fork of the Platte, twenty or thirty miles distant 
from the Grand Pawnee village. They were formerly 
all united in one tribe, and at the present time speak the 
same language. The Pawnees upon the Platte and its 
waters are entirely distinct from the Pawnee Picts, 
speaking a different language, and resembling them in 
no particular, any more than any other tribe. 

une 23d. Arrangements having been previcusly 

made for holding a council with the Pawnees, this day, 
about one o’clock, P. M., the four head chiefs, accompa- 
nied by a number of their principal warriors, arrived at 
our camp. They were received with great politeness, 
and treated with much kindness by Col. Dodge; but ow- 
ing to the frightful appearance of our cannon—the war- 
like appearance of our troops—or from some other cause 
not known, it was very evident that they were any thing 
but pleased with their situation. Fear and distrust were 
plainly depicted upon every countenance. Knowing 
their own treacherous dispositions, it was perhaps natu- 
ral, (situated as they were, within our camp, which 
was of course guarded by sentinels, ) to expect to find 
the same trait of character :n others. The keen eye of 
our Colonel could not be deceived; and wishing to re- 
move all obstacles which could possibly prevent a free 
and full communication with them, he resolved at once 
to throw himself in their power by ordering the goods 
intended as presents to be conveyed to their village, and 
council with them there. 

The council then opened in the lodge of the principal 
chief of the Grand Pawnees. The Grand Pawnees, the 
Pawnee Loups, the Pawnee Republics, and the Pawnee 
Topajas were each represented by their principal chiefs 
and braves. Col. Dodge expressed his gratification at 


meeting the chiefs, and so many of the braves of the 
four Pawnee bands, and urged upon them the necessity 




















Grand Pawnees very justly considered this a matter of 
grave importance; and that their mutual safety required 
that all the bands should have been consulted. View- 
ing matters in this light, he called upon the Axe, to ex- 
plain before the council his motives for the course which 
it was understood to be his intention to pursue. As soon 
as the old chief had concluded, the Axe arose, and after 
having gone through the ceremony of shaking hands, 
commenced his defence by saying, that he had always 
been friendly disposed towards the whites; that he had 
always listened to the council of their father, Major 
Dougherty ; but that he had from some cause or other 
become unpopular with his tribe ;—that he could not 
govern his young men; that it was true that horses had 
been stolen from the Pawnee Picts ; that it was true that 
war parties had been spoken of to go against that tribe; 
but he declared that none of those aggressions or prepa- 
rations had been made with his advice or with his con- 
sent; but that on the contrary, the first knowledge he 
frequently had of their movements, was that a war par- 
ty had already left the village. He finally concluded by 
expressing his conviction, that he should at no very dis- 
tant day, die by the hands of some of his own band; that 
he had formerly hoped that it might be his fortune to 
fallin battle, but that he had become convinced that the 
course recommended by his white brethren, would ulti- 
mately conduce to the happiness of his people, and that 
now he was determined to die in his own village. 

His speech, taken as a whole, was very sensible, and 
some of his illustrations very happy. His manner of 
delivery was in the true Indian style; every muscle in 
hig whole system seemed to be called into action; his 
arms in particular were kept in constant motion, some- 
times up and down perpendicularly, like the handle of 
a pump ;—at other times he would bring the palms of 
his hands together with such violence, as to resound 
loudly through the lodge; and at others he would make 
a motion as though he was about to go onallfours. All 
this time his voice was strained to the highest pitch, and 
sometimes to such an extent as to amount almost toa 
squeal,—while his body was in constant motion, back- 
wards and forwards like a pendulum of aclock. The 
Pawnee language is any thing but agreeable to the ear, 
being extremely harsh, as most of the sounds seem to 
proceed from the throat, and to flow out at the mouth as 
though they had been obstructed in their passage by 
some foreign body. 

The council having been brought to a close, the pre- 
sents were produced and divided into four equal parts, 
each band receiving a portion. At the separation, the 
best feelings seemed to prevail among the Indians. A 
ride of six miles to our camp through a rain absolutely 
pouring down, concluded the labors of the day. A cup 
of hot coffee, anda few fat ribs of venison, put us in good 
humor with ourselves. Aftertaking two or three turns 
before a good fire, we betook ourselves to our bear-skins 
and blankets, and soon made peace with the world. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; 





Tue Army.—It must be manifest to the most com- 
mon observer that our army is wholly inadequate to the 
defence of our Atlantic and inland frontier. 
ly sufficient to perform the ordinary garrison duty at 
the several posts. Whenever a portion of our territo- 
ry is threatened, such is the scattered state of our troops, 
that before a concentration can take place much time 
must elapse and extensive injury be inflicted. Tempo- 
rary aid is solicited from volunteers, but however excel- 
lent the material may be, its efficiency is lessened by the 
want of experience and discipline. The cost of such 
aid too, and the waste of public property, by those who 
do not feel the same weight of responsibility as officers 
attached to the regular army do, are believed to be greater 
than the employment of a permanent force of equal size 
for double the length of time, for the reason that a small 
body of well disciplined men is more efficient than a 
large body of raw recruits. 

Witness the vast expenditures attending the cam- 
paigns against Black Hawk, and the Seminoles—the lat- 
ter not yet completed. 

The frequent changes in the stations of officers—the 
harassing marches to which they are exposed—and the 
state of uncertainty with regard to their future situation 
—are sufficient to break down the spirits of any set of 
men. 

That the army is becoming (we might perhaps with 
more justice say, has become) unpopular with the offi- 
cers, is manifested by the number of resignations which 
almost daily take place. Nearly all the employments 
in civil life offer better remuneration than the pay and 
the chances of promotion in the army. 

It is a wise policy—it is in fact the only prudent po- 
licy—to husband the experience and the resources we 
have acquired by years of toil and probation. Experi- 
ence in most of the concerns of life is of more value 
than money, for no money can purchase it. 

We have been much disappointed in not seeing any 
report from the Committee on Military Affairs in ei- 
ther House of Congress, in relation to the memorial 
of the officers on the subjectof pay. Nearly six months 
of the session have elapsed, and nothing has been dong 
towards it, so far as we can learn. The experience of 
former years almost makes us despair of a favorable re- 
sult during the present session, unless the question is im- 
mediately brought to the notice of Congress by a report 
from one of the Committees. 





The late period at which the appropriation bills are 
passed by Congress during the long sessions, is a se- 
rious evil to the public as well as to those in the public 
employ. The financial year ends on the 31st December, 
and itis to that period that the estimates, on which the 
appropriations are founded, are made. Consequently, 
when five or six months are suffered to elapse before a 
new appropriation is made, the Government and its 
officers are left dependent upon any balances of former 
appropriations that may remain unexpended—or they 
must go without money. 

This delay would be the less inexcusable, were it not 
for the fact that Congress always provides for the pay 
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but the officers and the creditors of the Government 
must wait the pleasure of that body. 

As an illustration of the truth of our position, we 
might suppose that a contractor engages to deliver 1000 
barrels of pork, at $13, payable on delivery; the price . 
in the mean time has advanced from $13 to 21. The 
contractor comes forward and says he is ready to fulfil 
his engagement, although it would be greatly to his in- 
terest to violate it, and perhaps forfeit the penalty of his 
bond. The agent of the Government tells him that he 
he has ne money to pay him for his supplies. What is 
the consequence? The contractor says he is no longer 
bound by his agreement, as the Government has failed 
to fulfil ils part, and he refuses to abide by it. The 
Government must then go into market, and purchase its 
supplies on the best terms it can; and, perhaps, buy 
from the same contractor the same articles at nearly 
double thestipulated prices. 

Not only do individuals suffer, but the public service 
is in many ways a loser. Vessels of war are detained 
in port; troops are unable to move from one point to 
another ; labor on the fortifications is suspended; and 
the spring is entirely lost to the topographical engineers, 
whose field operations can be most beneficially com- 
menced at that season. 

The only remedy for this evil, which is most seriously 
felt every alternate year, is to make the financial year 
end on the 31st March, or the 30th June; then, the 
members of Congress might indulge their propensity 
for debate in its widest latitude. 





A steamboat will be despatched this day from Wash- 
ington to Norfolk, for the purpose of bringing up some 
seamen to assist in navigating the frigate Columbia to 
the latter port. As soon as the boat returns, the frigate 
will be towed down, and immediately fitted for sea. It 
is expected that she will leave here about Monday next. 

The frigate United States, at New York, has been 
hauled out into the stream, and is ready for sea; her 
sailing orders will be made out, perhaps, immediately. 

The sloop of war Boston, at Boston, is ready for sea 
and will be put in commission very soon; her command- 
er and officers are not yet ordered, but it is highly pro- 
bable they will be in a day or two. 

The Lexington, at Portsmouth, N. H. and the Natchez, 
at New York, are also in a state of great forwardness, 
and will be put in commission in a very short time. 





A correspondent of the New York Journal of Com- 
merce, says that Gen. Clinch has resigned his commis- 
sion in the army. 

We believe the above statement is correct. The 
resignation of Gen. Clinch has been tendered, but not 
accepted. 





The Board of Naval Officers for the examination of 
midshipmen, assembled at Page’s Hotel, Baltimore, on 
Monday last. The names of the members have already 
been published. 





Navat Macazine.—We have not yet seen the se- 
cond number of this work, which, as appears from the 
New York papers, has been published. 
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The appropriation bill for the support of the navy for 
the current year has passed both Houses of Congress, 
after undergoing various amendments, but has not yet 
been published. The following synopsis of it is given 
in the National Intelligencer. 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION FOR 1836. 


For pay of officers and seamen — - - $2,318,017 
Superintendents, constructors, &c. - 68,340 
Provisions - - - - 782,263 
Repairs of vessels - - - 1,065,000 
Improvements at Portsmouth navy yard 67,000 

Do. Brooklyn - - 84,300 
Do Philadelphia - - 11,750 
Do. Washington - - 37,500 
Do. Gosport - - 167,000 
Do. Pensacola : - 49,000 
Wharves, &c. at Pensacola - - 150,000 


Powder magazine, and enclosure of do. 41,000 
Ordnance and ordnance stores . 64,900 
Contingencies, (enumerated) - - 321,600 
Marine Corps, pay, &c. &c. - - 288,854 
Completing steam-vessel at Brooklyn - 150,000 
Completing navy hospitals = - - 45,410 
Sites and barracks near navy yards at 

Charlestown, Gosport, and Pensacola 150,000 
Completing magazines, at New York 

and Boston - - - : 14,200 
Vessels and expenses of surveying and 

exploring expedition to the Pacific 

ocean - - - - 150,000 
Employment of naval force in the same, 

if deemed expedient - - 150,000 





THE CREEK INDIANS. 

Recent intelligence from Alabama, of the threatened 
hostilities of the lower Creek Indians, has induced the 
War Department to send a reinforcement of six compa- 
nies of artillery from the seaboard to Fort Mitchell. 
These companies are commanded by Brevet Majors F. 
Whiting, of the Ist artillery, B. K. Pierce, J. Erving, 
L. Whiting, and J. L. Gardner, and Captains J. and H. 
Brown, of the 4th. They will proceed by water to 
Charleston, S. C., thence by railroad to Augusta, Geo., 
from whence they will march to Fort Mitchell. 

Gen. J. R. Fenwick, an officer of great experience 
and tried gallantry, has been placed in command of the 
post. 

P. S. We have learned, since the above was in type, 
that four additional companies have been ordered to 


Fort Mitchell, (see General Order, No. 31, under Army’ 


head,) and that Major General T. S. Jesup has been 
directed to proceed to that place, to assume the com- 
mand of the military forces. Gen. J. will leave Wash- 
ington immediately. 





TEXAS. 


Since the date of our last paper, the accounts from 
this country are more favorable to the cause of the Re- 
volutionary party. An engagement is reported to have 
taken place between the Mexicans and Texians, in 
which the former were defeated with great loss. It was 
even said that Santa Ana had been captured and, with 
all the other Mexican officers, shot; but this rumor is 
contradicted, and it is asserted that he was in the city 
of Mexico at the time of the battle. 

Lieut. G. A. McCall, of the 4th infantry, aid to Gen. 
Gaines, passed through Natchez, on the 23d ult., direct 


-— 
from Fort Jesup on his way to Washington City, as 


bearer of despatches to the President of the United 
States. 

Gen. Gaines has countermanded his requisitions upon 
the Governors of the southern states for militia, having 
ascertained that the Indians on our frontiers were quiet 
and disposed to be peaceable. 





FLORIDA CAMPAIGN. 


The volunteers are returning to their homes, and 
many of them, we are sorry to say, in bad health from 
exposure ina sicklo climate. We have heard of but 
few deaths from disease, and sincerely hope that a short 
time and the kind attentions of friends will restore all 
the invalids to the enjoyment of health. 





Extract of a letter from an officer of the army, dated 


“Tort Brooke, TAMPA Bay, 
“25th April, 1836. 

** The centre of the army, under Col. Lindsay, re- 
turned yesterday afternoon. I did not see a hostile In- 
dian during the march. One of the wagoners was kill- 
ed, and a sentinel badly wounded. 

“TI suppose that, ere this, you will have heard that 
the war has not begun yet.” 

[We shall be glad to receive from the writer of the 
foregoing letter, the notes of the campaign, which he 
promised to furnish if he could find time to prepare 
them.—Ep.] 





Capt. Wm. Gatewood, late of the U.S. revenue cutter 
Morris, has been appointed to the command of the Vigilant, 
on the Newport station. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 


Washington, May 15, 1836. 

Army.—Lieut. L. B. Northrop. i 

Marine Corps.—Lieut. George Territt. 

Navy.—Lieut. F. Buchanan, Capt. H. E. Ballard, 
Capt. A. Claxton, Lieut. A. Fitzhugh, P. Midshipman 
H. N. Harrison, Com. C. G. Ridgely, Lieut. W. - 
say, P. Midshipman W. 8. Swann, Com. C. Stewart, 
Midshipman D. E. W. Watson, P. Midshipman J. J. B. 


Walbach. 
Philadelphia, May 15. 
Army.—Capt. W. M. Boyce. 
Navy.—Lieut. J. L. Lardner, P. Mid. F. E. Barry, 
Lieut. Geo. P. Upshur. 





ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 


May 8—Lieut. L. B. Northrop, Dragoons, Gadsby’s. 
9—Capt. A Canfield, Top. Engr., Mrs, Ulrich’s. 
11—Lieut. W. B. Burnett, 2d. Art’y., Gadsby’s. 
«Lieut. J. H. Lamotte, Ist Infantry, do 
« Col. A. 8. Brooks, 4th Art’y., Fuller’s. 
14—Lieut. D. Ruggles, 5th Infantry, Gadsby’s. 
17—Lieut. E. A. Capron, Ist. Art’y., Fuller’s. 





PASSENGERS. 


New Orteans, April 29.—per steamboat Mazeppa, 
from Mobile, Capt. W. C. Bolton, of the Navy. 

SAVANNAH, Geo., May 9.—per steamboat Florida, 
from Picolata, Maj. Lytle, and Lieut. Mackay, U.S. A.; 
Lieut. Farr, with 77 dismounted S. C. Volunteers; 
Lieut. Pope, with 50 Georgia volunteers. 

New York, May 14.—per steam packet Columbia, 
from Charleston, Lieuts. J. A. Chambers, J. H. Allen, 











and Dr. G. R. Clarke, of the Army. 
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COMMUNICATIONS. 


POLITICS AND OFFICERS. 


Mr. Epiror:—I have seen in the Chronicle of the 
18th of February, an article bearing the caption of 
‘ Politics and Officers, ” signed “ Aristides,” approving, 
in the most unmeasured terms, another article on the 
same subject, published in the Chronicle of the 7th of 
January, signed ‘ Alcibiades ; ” who, it appears, writes 
in accordance with the views expressed by * Aristides ” 
in some former number of that paper. ‘* Alcibiades” 
announces himself to be an officer in the army; while 
«« Aristides ”’ informs us that he is an officer of the Navy. 
With equal candor I acknowledge myself to be an offi- 
cer of the army; and beg leave, at the same time, to 
assure those gentlemen, that my views in relation to the 
propriety of officers of the army and navy, interfering in 
the political discussions of the country, are directly at 
variance with the views they have taken of that matter. 

It appears that the ostensible object of «* Alcibiades, ” 
and * Aristides,” is to inculcate into the minds of the 
officers of the army and navy, the belief, that they have 
the right to engage in all the political discussions of the 
country, to the same extent that citizens and professed 

oliticians have ; and from their manner of writing, there 
Is no room left to doubt their sincerity. But I am con- 
strained to think that they should have shown a little 
more lenity towards those who may differ with them in 
opinion, and should at least have found milder epithets 
to apply to their opponents, than such as they have seen 
fit to use. That point, however, I will not contest with 
them; and as my object is to be brief in this matter, I 
will only make a few short quotations from the two ar- 
ticles above mentioned, and then proceed to give my 
own views on the subject, in as few words as possible. 

This subject has long been a matter of private discus- 
sion among officers of the military service, and as it in- 
volves a high and important principle, should be discuss- 
with moderation and due reflection; and so far as my 
feeble efforts extend, they shall, at least, be governed by 
moderation. 

*« Alcibiades”? says: ‘‘a more egregious error never 
took possession of the mind of an American than the 
notion that a military officer should take no part in polit- 
ical affairs. * * * 

«IT am perfectly aware that honor and honesty requires 
of me the faithful execution of every duty imposed upon 
me by my office ; yet, am I equally convinced, that I 
should be fostering the spirit of an abject hireling, if I 
did not fearlessly and freely speak and act in reference 
to my political rights as becomes an American citizen.” 

Now hear ‘ Aristides. ’"—‘*Has “ Alcibiades ” never 
heard numbers of the military and naval service say, 
that they were officers, and had nothing to do with poli- 
tics; and their duties were complete when they obeyed 
their superiors? If he has not, allow me to assure 
him that I have, and from such vile sentiments I trust 
his endeavors will free them. ” 

Now in eee of my opinion, that officers of the ar- 
my and navy have no right to interfere in the political 
excitements of the country, I will first beg leave to re- 
fer «* Alcibiades,” as he is an officer of the army, to the 
5th article of war, whichis given below, and I presume 
that there is a similar article to be found in the rules 
established for the government of the navy. 

* Art. 5th. Any officer or soldier, who shall use con- 
temptuous or disrespectful words against the President 
of the United States, against the Vice President thereof, 
against the Congress of the United States, or against the 
Chief Magistrate, or Legislature of any of the United 
States in which he may be quartered ; if a commissioned 
officer, shall be cashiered, or otherwise punished as a 
court martial shall direct; if a non-commissioned officer 
or soldier, he shall suffer such punishment as shall be 
inflicted on him by a court martial. ” 

It is true that there is nothing contained in the above 
article of war which directly forbids the interference of 
officers with politics, but that fact is so strongly implied 
that it is impossible that any intelligent man can read 











| that article, without seeing the strong bearing which it 
has on the case in question. 

No officer or soldier, by that article, is allowed to 
‘speak contemptuous or disrespectful words against the 
President of the United States. ” 

We will suppose for instance, that a President is a 
candidate for re-election; a portion of the army are so 
much in favor of some other candidate, and so much op- 
posed to the President in office, that their political en- 
thusiasm leads them to the place of election, for the pur- 
pose of exerting their influence in behalf of their favo- 
rite candidate; in doing which, it would be necessary, 
In pursuing their common course of electioneering for 
them, to defame and_ traduce the character and conduct 
of the President, in proportion as they would extol and 
applaud their favorite; and consequently, nine out of 
ten, of those who might be thus engaged, would be apt 
to lay themselves liable to the penalties awarded by the 
rules and articles of war. Even if there was no such 
prohibitory article, common prudence, and the love of 
order, should forbid military men from an officious or 
intrusive meddling with the political affairs of the coun- 
try; and if the right of such interference was once ad- 
mitted free of restraint, it would be difficult to conjec- 
ture the extent of evils that would arise therefrom; it 
would be in its nature a growing evil, and should ever 
the army become a clamorous band of active politicians, 
it will cease to be that calm, deliberate, and faithful arm 
of government, expected of it by the authorities which 
created it;—it would be an armed mob, dangerous in 
its nature to the vital interests of the government, and 
subversive of the honor belonging to the profession of 
arms. The same remark ae apply, in some degree, 
to the navy. 

I must not be understood, however, as wishing to see 
officers prevented from conversing upon political sub- 
jects; for there can be no objection to officers, within 
their own circle, entering fully into a free, but mild and 
decorous discussion of all matters appertaining to the 
government; but among officers, all such political con- 
versations are viewed rather as confidential, and seldom 
extend beyond the immediate circle of a garrison; they 
are —— rather as a family matter, and if a member 
should travel a little aside from the true course, he is: 
kindly advised to retrace his steps, and follow the true 
path of propriety. . 

The constitution of the United States should be hail- 
ed by every military man of this country, as_his legiti- 
mate sovereign, to which he should devote the most un- 
yielding loyalty; and the President, the Congress, and 
the Judiciary of the United States, being immediately 
connected with that instrument, claim next their highest 
respect and obedience. 

The President and Senate of the United States, in 
appointing men to military offices, select them, as far as 
practicable, for their patriotism, valor, and unwavering 
love of country, and at the same time to be calm, delibe- 
rate, and obedient to the authorities of government. . 

See the commission: ‘ Know ye, that reposin spe- 
cial trust and confidence in the patriotism, valor, fi elity, 
and ability of , I do appoint him a , in the 
service of the United States He is, there- 











, by doing and performing all manner of things 
thereunto belonging; and I do strictly charge and re- 
quire all officers and soldiers under his command, to be 
obedient to his orders; and he is to observe and follow 
such orders and directions, from time to time, as he shall 
receive from me, or the future President of the United 
States of America, or the General, or other officers set 
over him, according to the rules and discipline of war.” 

We will next look at the oath, which every officer of 
the army is required to take, and subscribe, on entering 
upon the duties of his office: “Ido solemnly swear, 
that I will bear true faith and allegiance to the United 
States of America; and that I will serve them, honestly 
and faithfully, against all their enemies or opposers, 
whomsoever; and that I will observe and obey the 
orders of the President of the United States, and the or- 





fore, carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of 
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ders of the officers appointed over me, according to the 
rules and articles of war.” 

Now if there are any officers in the military service of 
the United States, who consider the foregoing restric- 
tions too great to comport with their inclinations for po- 
litical meddling, they should resign their commissions, 
and take at once the political field, where they would 
have ample room afforded them, to display the turbu- 
lence of their temperament, unrestrained by fixed rules. 
I am under the full conviction, notwithstanding the 
opinion of others, that a citizen of the Uuited States, on 
accepting a commission in the military or naval service, 
must surrender for the time being, his right of political 
action; and as it is a voluntary relinquishment, I can- 
not conceive that he has any grounds for complaint. I 
believe that an officer of the army or navy, can possess 
all that ardent love of country, and heroic patriotism, 
so essential to the profession, and to the public good, 
without finding it necessary in a well organized govern- 
ment, to either write or act, in a manner to influence 
public opinion iu the great political matters of the coun- 
try. 

The free resident population of the country, in their 
deliberation and wisdom, elect a Congress, and a Presi- 
dent of the United States. The one enacts the laws, 
which the other approves and administers; and the ar- 
my and navy, belonging exclusively to the executive 
branch of the government, have no kind of right to in- 
terfere with the legislative department of the nation. 

The constitution of the United States, being the cen- 
tre of action for all parties, should form a part of the li- 
brary of every officer; and every one should make him- 
self as well acquainted with its provisions as practica- 
ble. When it is read by young men, or such as are un- 
tramelled by sectional or party considerations, it will be 
understood by them, as it was intended to be understood 
by those unbending patriots who framed it. Efforts 
are frequently made by ambitious politicians of the coun- 
try, to give that instrument such a construction, as will 
serve best their party or sectional interest, which may 
have the effect, at times, to confuse, and slightly derange 
the body politic; but the instrument is strong within 
itself, and will ride out triumphantly, for ages to come, 
every opposing storm. 

Having now given briefly my views on this subject, I 
will say nothing more in relation to it, either at this, or 
any other time ; but will leave it to those who may feel 
sufficient interest in the matter, to give it a further no- 


tice. 
JUSTICE. 
April 8th, 1836. 


CHARLES HOWARD ASHWORTH. 
Fort DEARBORN, /pril-25, 1836. 


Mr. Epiror: I find in the Army and Navy Chroni- 
cle of the 19th November, 1835, an article from the 
Manchester Chronicle, with the caption, ‘‘ Extraordinary 
instance of youthful enterprize.” I was particularly 
taken with the name of «* Mr. Charles Ashworth, fourth 
surviving son of the late Mr. Ashworth,” &c. 

In perusing the account of this youthful adventurer, 
his destitute situation, his sufferings and travels with 
the Indians, and visit to Lake Michigan, I was forcibly 
reminded of a young man who, in the fall of 1833, passed 
a day or two in the , en of the Agent of the American 
Fur Company at this place; and finally made his ap- 
pearance at ny quarters, inside the fort. His appearance 
was most forlorn; his principal raiment consisted of 
a buckskin hunting-shirt;*he was starved, pale, and 
sick with the ague and fever. He inquired for employ- 
ment as a clerk; after some talk, I told him the impos. 
sibility of getting employment among strangers with 
appearances so much against him. Becoming interested 
for him, and truly commiserating his situation, I advised 
him to apply to the recruitin officer and enlist—if, upon 
inquiry in town, he should be able to do no better. 
‘After a day or two he was enlisted, taken into the hos- 

ital, cured, well clothed, and fed. Immediately after 





laving possessed himself of all these necessaries and 





comforts, he deserted the service, which had taken him 
from the most abject want, and which he had sworn, 
faithfully, to maintain and perform. He appeared to 
have been well educated, both morally and literally. ~ 
For the benefit of his after life, and the good of the 
public service, I wish you would publish this, with the 
following “descriptive list,’’ and forward it to the Man- 
chester Chronicle as addenda to “an account of his tra- 
vels,”’ that it may improve this ‘* most interesting” young 
man. 
_ © CHarres H. Asnworth, 19 years old, 5 feet 114 
inches high, light complexion, blue eyes, light hair ; 
born in the county of Lancaster, England. Enlisted on 
the 22d day of October, 1833, at Fort Dearborn, by 
Lieut. Thompson, for three years. Deserted 23d Jan., 
1834, from Fort Dearborn.” M. 





GUN POWDER. 


There is a fact of very great interest and importance 
to the military profession,—one which I shall have the 
pleasure very soon of submitting more fully to the con- 
sideration of the public, with all the details and calcula- 
tions, in the Military Manual—which has been greatly 
overlooked, and which, as we are now engaged in a con- 
flict of arms, may be briefly noticed in this short com- 
munication. The subject to which I allude is, the igni- 
tion of gun powder, its explosion, percussive force, ex- 
pansive power, &c.: but the particular fact to which I 
must confine myself in this notice is, that the quantity 
of powder used in loading our field artillery and muskets 
is more than one half too great. I state this as a fact : 
and many will be surprised when I inform them that 
sixteen grains of powder will throw a ball thirty yards 
with great accuracy. The evil consequences of these 
overcharges of powder are very great—there is no ac- 
curacy in firing—the soldier is afraid to aim his musket ; 
and there would be no certainty in the direction of the 
ball, if he did: and with both artillery and infantry the 
men are much less steady and cool in the discharge of 
their duty, than they would be, if the charge of powder 
was greatly and properly reduced. 

T cannot enter here into the particulars connected with 
this interesting subject. One observation, however, I 
must make: the charge of powder for a single ball, and 
the charge for grape or cannister, are by no means equal : 
in the latter case the charge is a little greater, or should 
be so; and the reason is aga too obvious to require to 
be stated. I state these facts. They are founded upon 
experience, extensive and very accurate experiments, 
and much reflection and observation; and I announce 
them now for the benefit not only of the military profes- 
sion, but of all gentlemen who are in the habit of using 
firearms. The quantity of powder generally used in 
loading a Se is nearly three times too great; there- 
fore, gentlemen, in practising with this weapon, find 
that they can fire tolerably well at any upright object, 
but not very accurately at any particular point. The 
reason is, the ball is thrown violently against the upper 
interior surface of the barrel, and when it escapes from 
the muzzle, its direction will be sometimes too high and 
sometimes too low. If the interior surface of the bar- 
rel of the pistol was perfectly smooth and free from any 
flaw, and a cubic cylinder was made to fit it exactly, the 
effect would show any one the truth of what has been 
stated; and that but a few grains of powder would be 
necessary to throw it with great accuracy from thirty to 
fifty yards. Hy. Sr. J. LINDEN, 

Liewt. U. S. Army. 





THE LATE LIEUT. J. F. IZARD. 


At a meeting of the officers of the United States Dra- 
goons, stationed at Fort Des Moines, and convened at 
that Post on the 29th April, 1836, in consequence of the 
death of their highly esteemed and meritorious brother 
officer, the late Lieut. James F. [zarn, of the Regi- 
ment of Dragoons, Lieut. Col. S. W. Kearny was call- 
ed to the chair, and 2d Lieut. Henry S. Turner ap- 
pointed Secretary. 
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On motion, it was 

Resolved, That the Chairman appoint a Committee to 
propose resolutions expressive of the feelings of this 
meeting. 

Thefollowing officers were appointed the Committee : 
Captains E. V. Sumner, Nathan Boone, and Jesse B. 
Browne, of the Dragoons. : 

The committee presented the following resolutions 
which were unanimously adopted :— 

1. Resolved, That it is with feelings of the most pain- 
ful regret, we have seen announced in General Orders, 
the death of Lieut. Izard, of the Regiment of Dragoons. 
In his death our country and the army have sustained a 
serious loss. 


2. Resolved, That as an offtcer, he stood deservedly 
pre-eminent; temperate, judicious, brave and prompt in 
the discharge of all duties assigned him. 


8. Resolved, That in his social intercourse, he was 
characterized by his magnanimity of soul, his steadiness 
of purpose, his intelligence, his gentlemanly deport- 
ment, with his politeness and urbenity to others. 


4. Resolved, That the officers of this meeting wear 
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days, as a me- 
mento of respect for our deceased brother officer. 


5. Resolved, That the President of this meeting be 
requested to forward a copy of these resolutions to the 
relations of Lieut. Izard, in Philadelphia, and another 
for publication in the Army and Navy Chronicle. 

S. W. KEARNY, Zt. Col. Dragoons. 
E. V. SUMNER, Capt. do. 
NATHAN BOONE, Capt. do. 
JESSE B. BROWNE, do. do. 
H. S. TURNER, 2d Lieut. do. 
B. 8S. ROBERTS, Bvt. 2d Lt. do. 


SC FES EE, 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE, 








New Orveans, May 3. 
CapturE.—The Texian armed schooner Invincible 


was seized on Saturday, and brought to this city on Sun- | 
day, by Passed Midshipman D. Ridgely, of the sloop of 


war Warren. 

It appears from what information we can gather, that 
some friend of the Mexicans in this city, addressed a 
communication to Commander Dallas, stating that the 
Invincible had been od of an act of piracy, in cap- 
turing the schooner Pocket, sailing under American 
colors. 

The Pocket, we understand, is registered at our cus- 
tom house as an American vessel, but she was laden 
with provisions, &c. for Santa Ana, or for the Mexicans, 
for which reason the Invincible captured her.— True 
American. 


PensacoLta, April 30. 


The U.S. Revenue Cutter Jefferson, Capt. Jackson, 
which has been placed temporarily at the disposal of the 
Commander of the squadron, sailed this week. She 
is peoneby bound to Metamoras, where, it will be re- 
membered, the American Consul has lately had some 
serious difficulties with the local authorities. Both the 
Mexicans and Texians have privateers afloat, and un- 
less‘a vigilant watch be kept upon them, our valuable 
commerce in that region may suffer serious molestation. 
— Gazette. 

Capt. J. Rocers, of the 6th regiment, U. S. Infy., ar- 
rived at St. Louis, on the 26th ult., in the steamboat 
Collier, with requisitions for arms, ordnance stores, and 
camp equipage for Gen. GAings’ command. 

Capt. W. G. Wiiirams, and Lieuts. Drayton and 
Reep, of the U. S. Engineers, arrived at Greenville, 8. 
C., on the 26th ult., on their way to the mountains, to 
commence a survey of the proposed rail route to Cin- 
cinnati. 





DOMESTIC MISCELLANY. 





From the Delaware Slate Journal. 


It is with deep regret we announce to our fellow citi- 
zens the death of our venerable townsman, Cates P. 
BENNETT, Goveruor of the state of Delaware. He de- 
parted this life yesterday afternoon, about 4 o’clock, in 
the 78th year oi his age, after a painful illness of about 
four weeks. 

Governor Bennett was the last surviving commis- 
sioned officer of the gallant regiment of Delaware, and 
like all the officers of that distinguished corps, bravely 
and faithfully discharged his duty to his country. He 
entered the service when about eighteen years of age, 
as an ensigh, and with the uncalculating and enthusias- 
tic patriotism which distinguished that period of our his- 
tory, he embarked his all in the venture, and bravel 
persevered to the end. Major B. was present in all the 
general engagements which were fought in the middle 
States at Trenton, Princeton, Long Island, Brandywine, 
Germantown, Monmouth;—in all these engagements he 
was with the Delaware reg’t, and, of course, in the thick- 
est of the fight. At the battle of Germantown, he was 
severely wounded in the attack upon Chew’s house.— 
When General Gates was appointed to the command of 
the southern army, Major Bennett accompanied his ~~ 
ment, under the orders of the brave De Kalb; and in the 
desperate conflict at Camden, his company was almost 
annihilated. He wes then detached on the recruiting 
service tu Delaware, and having completed his comple- 
ment of men, joined the army of Washington, and closed 
a brilliant series of military services, by participating in 
the capture of Cornwallis, at Yorktown. 

Since the close of that eventful war, Major Bennett 
has principally resided in Delaware, and for the last 
twenty years, in Wilmington, his native town. He was 
remarkable for all the qualities which constitute a good 
citizen, a tender and atiectionate hushand and father, a 
warm-hearted friend and neighbor, a devoted patriot, 
and an honest man. Amidst all the exacerbations of 
party contention, Major Bennett was popular and re- 
spected,—and those who ditiered from him in political 
sentiment, did full justice to the excellence of his heart, 
the ardor of his patriotism, and the integrity of his life 
and motives. n the year 1832, he was elected by 
his fellow citizens to the office of governor of Delaware, 
being the first executive elected under the amended 
constitution. He died as he had lived, with the compo- 
sure of a christian, and the intrepidity of a soldier. He 
has gone from works to rewards; the last of that gallant 
regiment, whose deeds and services will live as long as 
the records of our country endure. 





THE WHALE FisHEry.—Some continental writer, 
we know not whom, has paid a very high compliment 
to those engaged in this pursuit, by remarking that the 
conviction is inevitable, after looking at the communi- 
ties which carry on the whale fishery,“ that it is an 
employment alike beneficialto the moral, political and 
commercial interests of our fellow citizens.”? He adds, 
* it is a nursery for seamen for which no substitute can 
be found : eminently fitted to form precisely such men 
as the nation requires for times of trial and struggle. 
The voyages are long; every climate is encountered; 
every sea, calm or tempestuous, is traversed, and a dis- 
cipline and subordination enforced, which create a class 
of men unsurpassed, if they are equalled, by any who 
have ever made the ocean their dwelling place.” 

These commendations in times past, have been gen- 
nerally well deserved ; and to a considerable extent are 
still justly merited. But it cannot be disguised that 
abuses and impositions, often to a fearful and fatal de- 
gree, have latterly encroached upon all the good conse- 
quences which the encomiast above quoted seems dis- 
posed to deduce from the system as hitherto established. 
And we are not satisfied that the good name heretofore 
so honestly earned, may not ultimately prove injurious 
to the employment itself—for the same reason that a 
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narian, is sure to be burthened, in addition to his regu- 
lar aren with all the more roguish boys in the pa- 
rish. 

Too many ungovernable lads, runaways from paren- 
tal authority, or candidates for a long course of correc- 
tive treatment—too many vagabonds just irom the clutch- 
es of the police of European or American cities—too 
many convicts even, fresh from the poilutions of our 
penitentiaries—are sutiered to enlist in this service, ei- 
ther at home or abroad. In some instances this misior- 
tune cannot be avoided—as in the case oi vessels depriv- 
ed of portions of their original company, and compelled 
in distant ports to obtain re-iniorcements. Through de- 
ception also—notwithstanding the known vigilance of 
ship-owners—unsuitable persons, in whom no confi- 
dence could be placed while ashore, are olten admitted 
to a share in the responsibility involved in these voyages. 

From materials thus gathered, it is not surprising that 
revolts, and mutinies, and conflagrations, and murders, 
besides immense destruction of property, so frequently 
arise. It would seem that to some minds, the enrolment 
ofa refractory youngster, a debauched spendthrift, or a 
vagrant candidate for the State prison, among the crew 
of a whaler, presents the very last resort, where any 

ossibility of reformation remains. Indeed it is not 
ong since a graceless culprit, about to be sentenced to 
confinement at hard labor as a just penalty for his of- 
fence, was absolutely released by a city magistrate, on 
condition that he should enter on board a whaling ves- 
sel! These abuses ought no longer to be tolerated. 
Those who ship men for this protracted and important 
service, should scrutinize deeply the characters of all 
who offer themselves; and it should be impressed upon 
the people of other communities, that the whale fishery 
SHALL NoT be converted into a mere engine for the re- 


air of cracked reputations, and the chastisement of 


ose, against the reception of whom even the jail-doors 
revolt !— Nantucket Inquirer. 

THE Pitot Fisu.—-There are few things more won- 
derful than the connection which exists between the 
Shark and the Pilot Fish. The shark, it is well known, 
is one of the most voracious monsters which are to be 
found in the depths of the ocean. He is almost always 


hungry, and is by no means fastidious in his selection of 


food—nothing comes amiss to him—a young dolphin or 
a bonita, a piece of salt pork or a bullock’s hide—a leg 
of a human being ora red-hot shot, are all swallowed 
with equal avidity—although they may not all equally 
agree with the capacity of his digestive powers. The 
shark is besides an ugly looking rascal, with his dark 
gray rhinosceros hide, hisround mouth, apparently awk- 
wardly situated beneath his chin, and his frightful rows 
of long and sharp teeth. The Pilot Fish, on the other 
hand, is one of the most beautiful species of the finny 
tribe. Itis from six to twelve inches in length, and is 
a remarkably well proportioned fish, something of a dan- 
dy in its appearance—wearing at all times a beautiful 
mottled dress—amiable in its deportment, so far as has 
yet been discovered, and is most delicious eating. Api- 
cius himself would have swallowed a well cooked Pilot 
Fish, with infinite gusto, especially after having been 
for some weeks on a short allowance of salt provisions. 
Indeed there is nothing of an unpleasant character con- 
nected with the appearance or habits of the Pilot Fish, 
unless his mysterious and intimate connection with the 
Shark may be considered suspicious. ‘ A man may be 
known by the company he keeps, ” is an old proverb— 
how far it may relate to fishes, we are unable to say. 

It is well known that Sharks are frequently, (not al- 
ways) attended by one, or more of these Pilots. We 
have seen as many as six different sizes, accompanying 
one of these sea monsters, and between the whole party 
there seemed to exist the most perfect understanding. 
Indeed the connection between the Shark and the Pilot 
Fish, is precisely of the nature of the connection fabu- 
lously reported to exist between the Lion and the Jack- 
all. The Pilot Fish is literally the Shark’s provider— 
and there is abundant reason to believe, that though sore 
pressed by hunger, the Shark will never prey on his lit- 





tle defenceless friend. The Pilot Fish seems attentive 
to the wants of its master or prgtector, and is constantly 
on the leok-out to cater to his a ite. 

We recollect that once in the tropical seas, a large 
Shark was seen astern of the ship. An event of this 
kind, which temporarily dispels the monotony attendant 
on a long passage, usually proves of great interest to the 
whole ship’s company. A bowline was immediately 
prepared, and a large piece ol beef attached toa piece of 
rope, thrown over the stern. The Shark remained at a 
respectabie distance, as if suspecting mischief—but ina 
few minutes two Pilot fishes left his side, and swam 
gently towards the stern of the ship. They were evi- 
dently attracted by the beef, which they passed round 
more than once, smelling it and apparently eyeing it at- 
tentively—they then returned, with an increased pace 
towards their voracious friend, and appeared to commu- 
nicate the result of their investigation. A whispering 
colloquy, which continued a short time, evidently fol- 
lowed—when the Shark, probably convinced that a 
bonne bouche was awaiting him, hesitated no longer, but 
made a dash at the beef, was caught in the bowline, and 
notwithstanding-his desperate struggles, was ingloriously 
captured !— Boston Journal. 





Tue Pentnsuta War.—The descriptions we have 
received of the fatigues of the march, the difficulties of 
the country, and the mode of fighting adopted by the 
Indians, give a discouraging account of the prospects of 
the final restoration of peace to the Peninsula of Florida. 
The scene of operations is a mere jungle of swamps and 
hammocks, which at this season begin to send out dead- 
ly, pestilential vapors, under the influence of which the 
strongest constitution cannot long stand. Disease has 
already disabled a large number of the troops, and as the 
summer advances, a great mortality must infallibly take 
place. Bad roads, a country producing no supplies, 
toilsome marches, harassed perpetually by scattered par- 
ties of an enemy, whom they never see, but who watch 
them in the morasses, and, after firing a shot or two, 
disperse, and dive into the recesses, where they cannot 
be found, and no prospect of action to bring this dispir- 
iting and exhausting struggle to a crisis, make this Flor- 
ida war one of the most unpleasant that can well be con- 
ceived. The patience and perseverance of the troops is 
deserving of the highest praise. A simple zeal for the 
performance of duty sustained them through the seve- 
rest difficulties, without the excitement of anticipating 
an engagement anda decisive victory. It is obvious) 
impossible to continue them on such a service through 
the hot months, in such a dreadful climate and country. 
The protection of the few remaining settlements seems 
all that can be done, without a prodigious waste of life 
—and the discharge of the volunteers, such being the 
determination, should be given as soon as practicable. 
Their patient endurance, under these circumstances, de- 
serves and will receive the gratitude of the country. 
—Mobile Com. Register. 

Sworp Manvractory.—The only establishment of 
this sort in the United States, we understand, is the 
Ames’s at Cabotville, in Springfield, Mass., where all 
the swords of the army and navy are now made, as well 
as a great many which are sent into Texas, Mexico, and 
South America. The business has so increased within 
a few years, as to employ 60 hands instead of 8, which 
they began with. We are sorry for this, though we like 
to see the triumphs of American ingenuity and energy 
against foreign, and especially of gh sag a es men, 
as these are said to be; and we like also, if fighting is 
done, or preparation is made for it, to see ourselves in- 
dependent of the means; or not dependent upon our ene 
emies, at all events. We never had a sword manufac- 
tory in the United States, except formerly a poor one 
at Middletown. Within a few years they were all im- 

orted, and the idea of our making them was scouted. 
he Ames’s never have been abroad, though it seems 
their work has excited such admiration in England, that 


swords have been sent out in great quantities to this 
country, intended to pass for their’s, and forging even 
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their names. A great compliment truly. We are glad 
to hear that this establishment is conducted upon strict 
temperance principles, and always has been.—N_ York 
Journal Commerce. 

—— 


R ORIGINAL POETRY. 


To the following lines a few explanatory notes may 
not be inapplicable. 

Perhaps there is no nation that reverence so little the 
dead, who have fallen in their service, as the Americans. 
The savages have much greater respect for the ceme- 
teries of their friends than modern Christians. The 
grave of a young warrior, opposite this island, is desig- 
nated by a white flag; and the Indians never visit the 
spot, without adjusting or renewing the sacred emblem. 

Our military out-posts are abandoned, without either 
protection or reservation, and the graves of the dead 
soon fall into the hands of rapacious speculators. ‘The 
army does all that can be done for their presevar- 
tion. Both grave yards at this place are enclosed b 
fences. To undertake more would be attended wit 
considerable difficulty, and probably much expense, 
unless sanctioned by the Government. 


FAREWELL TO FORT ARMSTRONG. 


The flag gently falls from its summit on high, 
The drum beats the call, and each bids adieu 

To that dismantled staff, and turns slow, with a sigh, 
To the vulean-deck’d car, for the land of the Sioux. 


Will the banner that waved ever deck thee again, 
Or the drum’s deep-toned note waken echo around? 
Will the few here enrolled for their country and fame, 
E’er meet on this spot at the war-trump’s shrill sound ? 


Then, adieu to the fort, and the cave, and the isle ; 
Adieu to the Sac, in his mantle of red: 

Free soldiers we’ll part—to the living asmile, 
A sigh to the past, and a tear for the dead. 











Yes, the dead! on this rock-begirt isle, who repose, 
Though they fell not in battle, have fallen for you; 
And the hearts of their comrades with sympathy glows, 

As they bid them a lasting, a solemn adieu. 


Oh! spare, spare their ashes, disturb not the grave ; 
O’er the turf that adorns them, one grateful tear shed ; 

For that all-seeing Spirit,* who dwells in the cave, 
One pre-emption will guard to the brave gallant dead. 


Here, no longer in council the warrior shall meet, 
With heroes and statesmen, from regions afar ; 

No longer the brave and the soldier shall greet, 
As brothers in peace, or as foemen in war. 


The red chief has fallen, his freedom is gone ; 

He moves yet a monarch, divested of power ; 
Surrounded by millions, retires in scorn, 

To the spot yet allowed to his tent or his bower. 


Just so, gallant fort, has thy bright glory passed, 
Thy beauty departed, thy vigor is o’er ; 
The firstt on thy wild shore, now leaves thee the last, 
And the war-chief who raised thee, shall guard thee 
no more. 


Then, farewell to Fort Armstrong, a tear for the dead, 
A smile for the living, a hope towards the Sioux; 
A sigh for the plum’d chief, in mantle of red, 
And a blush for my country—a deep blush for you. 





* The Sacs and the Foxes still believe the cave under 
the fort is the abode of the Great Spirit. 

Morgar., a chief of the Fox nation, not long since was 
confined at this fort, as a leader of the war party who 
murdered eight or ten helpless Winnebago women and chil- 
dren. So unconscious was this Indian of his great offence, 
that he asserted the Mannetto visited him very often in 
the form of a beautiful white bird, of immense size, and 
eS to him. To that guardian spirit we leave 
the 


_ t The present commanding officer commenced the build- 
ing of the fort; and, after an interval of twenty years, was 





again assigned to the same post. 








SELECTED. 


From the Southern Literary Messenger. 
SONG OF LEE’S LEGION. 
Our chargres are plunging and pawing the ground, 
And champing and tossing the white foam around— 
So fleet to pursue, and so mighty to crush, 
No foe will remain in the path where they rush. 
Away, then, my heroes—away, then, away ! 
Let ‘‘ Freedom or Death !”’ be the watchword to-day 





Remember the burnings we witnessed last night 

The fair and the feeble we passed in their flight ; 

The wail of the wounded, Ft red blood that flowed, 

> Till warm in the path where by moorlight we rode. 
Away, then, my _sastcingoanbe § then away! 
Let “* Freedom or death !” be the watchword to-day. 


The marauder is nigh—he is hurrying back ; 

The sand, as we gallop, still falls in his track. 

On! on! then, our swords for the battle are ife, 

And soon they shall drink at the fountain of life. 
Away, then, my heroes—away, then away ! 
Let ‘‘Freedom or Death !’’ be the watchword to-day, 





From the Bermuda Royal Gazette. 


The breeze is fresh, the waves are high, 
And darkness spreads along the sky, 

The ship above the dancing spray 

Moves proudly on her homeward way, 
Dashing each rebel wave aside, 

Like tear- drops from some gladsome bride, 
Her sails are like the wint’ry clouds 
Which the pale Moon awhile enshrouds. . 
Her buoyant hull looks black and drear, 
Like night, beyond the lightning’s glare. 
But sounds of joyous merriment 

Above her decks are loudly sent, 

For fearless hearts and laughing eyes 

Turn heedless to those threat’ning skies. 
The port—the promised port, is near, 

Then why should gloomy thoughts appear? 


She trikes! she strikes! with dreadful shock— 
Now the strong waves assail, 
Her keel is on the iron rock— 
She trembles inthe gale. 
The sails are shiver’d, and the mast 
Snaps like a reed before the blast, 
And awful as the thunder’s roar 
Were the wild shrieks the night winds bore 
Along Bermuda’s reefy shore 
And o’er the sounding sea ; 
When the ship sunk beneath the wave, 
Alike the timid and the brave 
Within that cold and lonely grave 
Sleep calm and silently. 


April 23, 1836. PZEAN. 





ete t noel 


THE Perry Monument.—We have been shown, 
through the politeness of Lieut. Champlin, several 
drafts, or designs for the contemplated monument, about 
to be erected in this city, to the memory of. Commodore 
O. H. Perry. The one to be surmounted by the statue 
of the gallant officer, at least one hundred feet from the 
base, in our opinion surpasses all others, in claims upon 
the taste of Buffalo. The cost, if erected on this plan, 
will be about $50,000. We hope that the liberality of 
Buffalo will not be rendered questionable by any tardi- 
ness of her citizens, in coming forward to the aid of an 
ornament to the city, so rife with patriotic associations, 
and too long delayed. Though desert may not be full 
awarded, by the slow justice of the nation, let not Buf- 
falo be backward in retrieving her portion of the charge 
of ingratitude.— Buffalo Republican. 








Mittra Tactics.—We have received from Mr. Ro- 
bert P. Desilver, Bookseller, No. 255 Market street, a 
work by Brevet Captain 8S, Cooper, A. D. C. and Assis- 
tant Adjutant General, entitled “A Concise System of 
Instructions and Regulations for the Militia and Volun- 
teers of the U. S., compere the exercises and move- 
ments of the Infantry, Light Infantry, and Rifiemen, 
Cavalry and Artillery; together with the manner of do- 
ing duty in Garrison, in the Camp, and the forms of Pa- 
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rades, Reviews and Inspections, as established by au- 
thority for the government of the Regular Army.” This 
work was written under the supervision of General Ma- 
comb, and forms a perfect manual, illustrated with plates 
and diagrams. It also contains the music for the beats, 
calls, &c., the whole contained in a neat duodecimo 
volume.— Pennsylvanian. 
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ARMY. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
Washington, May 13, 1836. 


GENERAL ORDER, 
No, 29. ; 


I. The following companies of artillery will immedi- 
ately proceed from their present stations in the harbor of 
New York, Forts McHenry and Monroe, to Fort Mitchell, 
Alabama, to wit:— 

Company I, Ist. —— of artillery, and 

Companies A, D, F, H, and J, 4th artillery. 

The company from Fort McHenry, and assistant Sur- 
geon Henderson, will proceed via Fort Monroe, and join 
the companies to move from that post. Assistant Surgeon 
Elwes will accompany the troops detached from the New 
York station. 

II. Officers of the above named companies, who may be 
on leave of absence, will immediately join. 

First Lieut. pada of the 4th artillery, is hereby re- 
lieved from Topographical duty, and will join his company; 
and Brevet Second Lieut. Freeman, of the 4th art’y, in 
charge of the recruits recently ordered to Fort Mitchell, 
will join company H, of his regiment. 

Ill. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the 
necessary transportation, and will designate the route 
which will ensure the most convenient and expeditious 
movement of the troops. The post temporarily evacuated 
by the troops, with the public property, will be placed in 
charge of the Quarter Master’s department 

-I Brevet Brig. Gen. Fenwick, 4th Artillery, is as 
signed to the command of the troops in the Creek nation ; 
and will accordingly repair to Fort Mitchell, and there as- 
sume the direction of affairs in that quarter. 

: By orders 
ROGER JONES, Adj’t. General. 


ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, 
; Washington, May 16, 1836. 
GENERAL ORDER, 
No. 30. 

The resignations of the following named officers have 
been accepted by the President of the United States, to 
take effect at the time set opposite their respective names; 
—to wit. 

Ist Lt. Edmund French, Ist. Regt. Art’y, 3d May 1836, 

Ist. Lt. J. L. Locke, 2d Regt. Art’y, 3lst Oct. 1836. 

2d. Lt. W. B. Burnett, 2d Regt. Art’y, 31st July, 1536. 

2d. Lt. W. T. Stockton, 2d Regt. Art’y, 3lst May, 1836. 

2d. Lt. C. J. Whiting, 2d Regt. Arty, 3lst May, 1536. 

By order: 
ROGER JONES, Adj’t General. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OFFICE, : 
Washington, May 18, 1836. 
GENERAL ORDER, 
No. 31. 

I. One additional company from‘the harbor of New 
York, and one from Fort Monroe, to be designated by the 
respective Commandants, will join the detachments order- 
ed to Fort Mitchell from these Posts pursuant to Gen. Or- 
der, No. 29. And the garrisons of Forts Wolcott and 
Trambull, ( Companies G and E, 3d and 4th artillery ) 
will proceed to Fort Columbus without delay, and thence 
embark for Fort Mitchell, for active service in the Creek 
nation. The officers absent from the above named com- 
panies. on leave, and on Engineer or Topographical duty, 
will be ordered to join their companies without delay. 
Assistant Surgeon Eaton will proceed with the troops to 
Fort Mitchell. 

II. The Quarter Master’s Department will provide the 
necessary transportation; and all requisite supplies will be 
furnished by the several branches of the staff. 

* The posts temporarily evacuated, and the public proper- 
ty retceg Nemeth will be placedjin charge of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department. 
By order: 
ROGER JONES, Adj’t General. 





Assistant Surgeon Hawkins, now at Fort Severn, has 
been ordered to join the detachment of troops at Fort 
Monroe, déstined for Fort Mitchell. 





PirrspurGH, ( Pa. ) May 13. 

Mivirary PrerPaRATions.—We understand that Ma- 
jor R. L. Baker, at the Allegheny arsenal near this city, 

as received orders to send immediately to Baton Rouge 
ten thousand muskets, a number of pieces of artillery and 
alarge quantity of ammunition, to supply the troops, for 
which a requisition has recently been made. They are 
now being shipped on board the steamboat Emerald and a 
keel boat. 
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NAVY. 

Ship Ontario, Captain Salter, arrived at Rio Janeiro 

‘rom Monte Video, 22d March, Ship Erie was expected at 


Rio early in April. 

Ship Warren, Captain Taylor, sailed from Pensacola, 
28th April, destination said to be the Coast of Texas; was 
off the Bar of the Mississippi on the 3d. inst. 

Ship St. Louis, Capt. Rousseau, arrived at Pensacola, 
30th April, last from ae. 

The U.S. schr.- Jersey, Lieut. Com. Thos. R. Gedney, 
resailed from New York on the 4th inst. for Sandy Hook, to 
recommence her surveying duties on the coast 

Ass’t. Surgeons H. N. Glentworth and Geo. Clymer or- 
dered to take passage in the frigate United States for du- 
ty in the Mediterranean squadron—the former in the frig- 
ate Potomac, the latter in the John Adams. 

Passed Mid. J. F. Mercer, and Mid. W. E. Newton 
ordered to schr. Experiment, for duty on coast survey. 

Surgeon W. F. Patton ordered to the Hospital at Pensa- 
cola, to relieve Surgeon I. Hulse. 

Frigate Brandywine sailed from Callao for Valparaiso, 
lst March. Schr Boxer, from Callao for Panama, 23d Feb. 
—all well. 

Schr. Grampus, Lt. Com. Boarman, bound to the West 
Indies, was spoken 20th ult. lat. 24—lon. 70 W.., standing 
to the S. W. 





== 





MARRIAGE. 


In Albany, on the 3d inst., BRONSON HARMON, Esq. 
merchant, of Detroit, to MARY ELIZA, only daughter 
of Major H. A. Fay, of the U. 8S. Army. 


DEATHS. 














On his passage from Alexandria, D. C. to New Orleans, 
on board brig Isaac Franklin, Maj. URIAH BLUE, aged60 
years. The deceased served in the regular army during 
the late war, and was much esteemed by his fellow officers 
for his urbanity and high sense of honor. He resigned his 
commission in 1826, & located in the county of Baldwin, 
Ala., and was universally esteemed. ; 

On the 13th inst. at the Norfolk Hotel, after a painful 
confinement of two months, Mr. CHARLES SPERRY, 
formerly of the U. 8. Navy. 

At Annapolis, Md., on the 4th inst., Dr. GIDEON 
WHITE, formerly of the U.S. Navy. 


REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIERS AND PATRIOTS. 


In New York, on the 22d ult. in the 87th year of his age, 
PETER KINNAN, Esq., a Deputy Quartermaster in the 
Revolutionary Army, and late an Inspector of the Customs 
for that port. His amiability and integrity were acknow- 
ledged by a large circle of friends. 

In Halifax county, N. C., 9th ult. at an advanced age, 
JAMES SIMMONS, 

At his residence in Richland District, (S. C.)onthe 11th 
ult. Major HICKS CHAPPELL, aged 80 years, a native of 
Brunswick county, Va. 

At Richmond, Va., on the 28th ult., Col. JOHN NI- 
CHOLAS, at an advanced age. 





HENRY M. PREVOST, 
STOCK AND EXCHANGE BROKER, 
No. 47 S. Third street, Philadelphia. 


All kinds of BANK, RAIL ROAD, CANAL, IN- 
SURANCE, and other STOCKS, bought and sold on com- 
muss1on. 

April 7—-tf 
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